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AUTHOR'S NOTE. 


It is not au absolutely aew ground tliftt is sought to be broken In 
this work as more writers than one have already narrated the history of 
tbe Tripura Ruling family. The only jtistification that may be pleaded 
on bebair of this humble work is tiiat all such wmrks are eitlior in Sauekrit 
or Bengali, there being up till now not a single work which attempts to 
present ia the English language a systematic history in chronological 
order of the events of this illustrious Kuling House (rom the pre-liistoric 
period down to the present times, There have, no doubt, been news paper 
articles here and there dealing with certaiu particular aspects of one 
Ruling Ohio! or another but that is liaitlly enfilcient to present » complete 
picture of the achievements of this aiicient Ruling House. To get togetlier 
authentic materials for compiling a complete up-to-date history, separated 
from legends that invariably get woven round incidents, is no easy task. 

RajfnaU ends with the regime of Maharaja Kashi Chandra, RapMtfi 
as compiled by the late Babu Kailaeh Cliandra Sin ha concludes with 
only a brief reference to the events of the reigns of Maharaja Krishna 
Kish ore, successor of Kaslii Chandra, Maharaja Is ban Chandra and Maharaja 
Birchandra Man iky a. The story has been fully carried on in this work from 
where tbe JSajappfnfH left it and the narration of incidents of tbe latter part 
of the reign of Bir Chandra as well as that of Maharaja fiadhakishore 
Manikya, Maharaja Birendra Kishore Manikya and the present ruler is 
exclusively our own collection. It appears that from the reign of Krishna 
Kishore the State chroniclers were busy in re-editing and compiling the 
Rajantala and hence no systematic attempt has been made to contioue 
the record of eveots after Maharaja Krisboa Kishore io black and white. 
Our task has therefore been extremely difficult. Since the work w'aa 
taken in hand unforeseen difficulties came io our way and hiodered our 
progress to a considerable extent. In the circumstances it is natural that 
the book has not been entirely free from blemishes. If however, any 
opportunity presents itself of bringing out a second edition, attempts will be 
made to eliminate these defects as far as practicable. 

I take this opportunity of expressing my heartfelt gratitude to 
Dewan Sabeb K. F. Dutt u. a. b. l. yt. a. a. s. {London) Paivnte Secretary 
to His Highness tile Maharaja Manikya Bahadur who has furnished me 
w-ith all papers and records regarding the legislature and also photos from 
the State archives. The advice and help of my friend Mr. Bldbu Bhusan 


b 


Sen-Oupta.} EdJtort Fre^ Pre^ oT lodia, was iodjapensable me. 

I bad a right tcy claim his assistance at ever/ step aad my hearty thanks 

are natural]y dne to him for all he has done to lighten my labours. I had 
to Indent upon the kindness of many others for informatioa and materials 
in conneotioD with this work. Among them following names should be 
particularly mentioned :— Pandit Kali Prasanna Sen Bidyabhushaiit Mr« 
Satya Ranjan Bose a. a .»—Under Secretary^ Mr^ Subodh Oliandra Mukberjee 
B, A.—Personal Clerk to EJe Highness^ and Mr. Syama C'haran Ohakravarty 
—State Artist. 

1 feel I caunot close Ihia note of thanks without makings however 
briefly, a reference to Habu Kamauath Obakravarty, Pl<^der, High Court, 
Agar tala. 1 need not try to dlecrlbe how each of them helped me to 

complete this work. But 1 will say only this that without their sincere 

desire to stand by me I could not have discharged the duty I voluntarily 
accepted. My thanks are due to ail of them. 


Oalcotta 
25th Sept. IOSOh 



INTf?ODUCTION. 


The bistory of Tripura State wboee rulera cJaim tbeir descent from 
legendary heroes of the Lunar dynasty is a atory not only of solid achieve* 
meats but of great human interest. There is hardly any Ruling House in 
India which cau claim the privilege of 2.840 years of uninterrupted rule 
and has stood the ravages of times and shocks of wars, intrigues and 
revolutions so successfully and which has kept intact Its ancient tradi¬ 
tions and at the same time adapted itself to progressive changes so 
wonderfully. Raja pm fa which is a mixture of legend and history 
chronicles the story of this historic liouse in sncIi a wealth of details that 
it has even evoked the admiration of Western scholars- Rev. James 
Long in his analysis of Rajamala ^printed in Asiatic Society's journal In 
1850) has referred to the book In eloquent terms as a document of great 
historical importance. It is a critical review of the achievements of Tripura 
Rulers. Long rightly says that Rajajiwlfl is “a curiosity as presenting 
us with the oldest specimen of Bengali composition extant, the first part of 
it having been compiled in the beginning of the 15th century. 

The present Ruler Maharaja Bir Bikrarn Kishore Manikya Bahadur 
whoso accession in 1027 has raised great expectations in the minds of 
the people is the 153rd Ruler from Daitya whose great*grandaon Trih^lian 
attended the ttajshuya /ngwa of Emperor Judbisthir. Writing about Tripura 
kjugs Rai Bahadur Dr. Diuesh Oltandra Sen says“From Saka 1380 to 
Saka 1850 we have a substantially correct history of the Tippera Raj 
which, in my opinion, presents materials far more trustworthy than the 
Raj rarflugfiiii of Kalban. The most attractive feature of the Rajtunata 
lies in the charm of its descriptions, where facts are recorded in a fascina¬ 
ting style lending a living interest to the aociimt of events that have 
transpired in the different epochs of Tripura hiatoiy " 

The twenty third pillar inscriptions of Samiidra Gupta mako men¬ 
tion of Tripura as a powerful State. This is unassailable evidence that 
Tripura was a fiouriehiug State in the fourth century A- D. During this 
long period the history of Tripura ia mainly an unbroken record of brilliant 
military victories In which aeveral heroic and patriotic queens also played 
a prominent part. The name of the queen of OhUengthum Fa who led the 
Tripura army against llie Emperor of Gour and annexed Meherkul after 
inflicting a crushing defeat will ever live in history as a record of glorious 
acliieyeiQeat. 
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Tripura Rulera bare moat of them beeo bjgb priests of culture 
and tbe patronage bestowed by tbem for tbe culture of BeugsH language 
foriaa an iuterestiug chapter iu tiie btstory of Tripura which found and still 
dnd frequent manlfeetatlona not only in the help rendered to literary men 
and literary institutions but also la tbc keen interest taken by tbe Rulers 
tliemselveB in literary pursuits. 

The author of Ptsgfessive Tripura iias lu this decent volume 
presented within a short compass this interesting story (rom the legendary 
period down to tbe present times in a manner worthy of bis past success 
recorded in tlie pages of CAswfd Pmkash. lo this hook facts have been 
separated from tegeods with a critical analysis of events based on 
solid foundations of history and the story has beeu carried on with 
conspicuous ability from where the Rajamiala left it. Thus from tiie point 
of view of a connected story of Tripura House the book has great historical 
importance and so far as tlje Modern Period is concerned contains a record 
of events which, I am canddont. will aford ample ioteresting materials 
for future historians. The progress recorded in Progrtssm Tripura, does 
not consist in tbe military aobievements and conquests of the ancient 
period, the necessity for external defence having disappeared with the 
assumption of control of tbe same by the Paramount Power, but in tbc 
record of liberal dispensation of the fruits of peace vis, education. 
sanitatioD, arts, literature, Industry and commerce and tite utilisation of the 
resources of tlie State for the welfare and happioess of the people. Por a 
proper uppreciation of tbe sincere efforts of tbe autlior for tbe preseutation 
of Tripura history in an intelligible form down to tlie present Ruler, for 
tbe first time Ju English, the reader is referred to tbo faacioatiug story 
that is unfolded in tbe subsequent pages. 


CALCUTTA, 
FREE PRESS OF INDIA, 

2Tth September, 
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PROGRESSIVE TRIPURA. 


CHAPTER I. 


Descendants of Lunar DynaetF. 

It ia a very difficuit ta&k to string' together a systematic 
story of the ancient dynasties of Kings and Princes of India. 
In ancient India the custom of preserving geneoiogical tables 
was not uidelj prevalent. As a result the history of many 
notable figures and families is now buried beyond reclamation 
in the dead past. Hut happily such a fate was not reserv ed for 
the princes of Tripura State. In Tripura State from time im¬ 
memorial the duty of recording geneoiogical tables rested on 
family priests and some form of historical record has therefore 
been kept of the princes of Tripura and handed down from gene¬ 
ration to generation. the history of the kings of 

Tripuia, is based on the records presented by these priests. 

goes BO far back as to contain a description of 
Maharaj Dai tya. Therefore to tmcc the geneology of Tripura 
princes up to king Daitya is a oomi>iiratively easy task. The 
second contemporary literature on the subject is Itaj Rainakar. 
It appears that this book n as w ritten even a few years before 
the RojatTft^h. Jio/Maiar contains records of ail princes 
from king Druhyu, liecords, of kings coming before DruAyw 
ore chronicled in the Mahabharata and Sastric literature. 
B^om these books it can be easily ascertained that Druhyu is 
the seventh King from Chandi'd (Moon). This is an incontestable 
proof that the kings of Tripura traced their descent from 
Chandra (Lunar) Dynasty. 
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Progressive Tripura. 


It is to bo regretted that w ithout relying on tlieae easy 
methods of compiling a history of the geneology, some historians 
have expressed erroneous riews. This is perhaps due to tkhe 
attempts of some oificiala who wanted to pose as historians and 
were unwilling to make a diligent study of the ancient records. 
Mr, Hunter in his SlathHeal Accounts of Bengal Ima designated 
this dynasty of Tripura kings ua Tibeto-Burmans. That this is 
a conclusion based on imagination, pure and simple, \\ ill be 
apparent from a perusal of Sastrio te?:t3 aud ancient historical 
documents. Several others who have followed Hunter have 
simply echoed his sentiments without even taking care to look 
into the geneological tables prepared from ancient records. 
Reynold in his Tribes of ifie Eaafern Fi\}ntier has stated that 
“from physical features it appears that the Tripuria are near 
kinsmen of the Khosias» We do not like to f^uestion the 
authority of a great antiiiuarian like Reynold but he ought 
not to have expressed such a view without iissiguiug sufficient 
reasons. There are not only not a single ground in favour of 
Hunteris conclusions, but on the other hand there are heaps of 
evidence to prove that his conclusioua arc erroneous, lu the 
circumstances there is no other ulternative but to reject his 
theory. 

Autliropology, though a , comparative!}' ncu' science in 
Europe, was in vogue in ancient India, In the Fur anas and other 
ancient books there are numerous passages containing physio* 
logical descriptions of different races and jieoples, From this it 
appears the system of aacertaining race and genus from an obser¬ 
vation of customs, manners as well as anatomical and phj'sical 
features was also prevalent in ancient ludiEi, Bajaatala which 
w'as written 600 years back contains an elaborate description of 
physical features of princes of Tripura. It says that the mem¬ 
bers of this dynasty of princes are very fair in colour, medium 
in stature, dignified in demeanour, strong in physique and 
stout in build. They have medium nose, proportionate ears, 
round face, heavy and stiff Eirms aud a spirited bearing. This 
description of the people of Tripura does not in any way coitcs 
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poad to that of the people of Burmah or of Kbasia Kills but tally 
with that of the Aryan aud pure Kslmtriya stock. Even if this 
(juestioa is discussed in the maimer in which great antiquarians 
like Clark and Todd have done in decidhig the stock of ancient 
peoples^ we cannot but come to the conclusion that the Tripura 
Euj d^’nasty belongs to Aryan Kshatriya stock, llajamala and 
Eq/a Ralnuk'tT are replete with accounts of piety, charity, prowess 
and otlior various qualities of head aud heart of Tripum Kings 
indicating their Aryan origin. That the conclusions of European 
historians and Indian research students who have followed in their 
foot-prints and have described Tripura kings as of Tibeto-Burmau 
stock, are erroneous will be further apparent from actual obser¬ 
vation and this also shoivs that the physical features and the 
customs of the |;eople of Tripura have nothing in common with 
those belonging to the Tibeto-Burman stock. There are incou' 
testable proofs in Bojarnala and liaja Rotnahor as also in the 
Makabharala aud Puranas to show that after the foundation of 
the kingdom by Drnhyu, the founder of Tripura dynasty, its 
capital had been shifted from one place to another and the 
boundary of tlie kingdom was extended or contracted several 
times, but the original line of kings continued to hold the reins 
of Government. The geneoJogical table that has been preserved 
in the Tripura palace contains names of all kings from Druhyu 
down to the luesent Ruler. Drubpi was the third son of King 
Emperor .lajati. Nahusha was Jajati^s father, Ayu the fatliey 
of Naluish, Purarava of Ayu, Bodb of Purarava and Chandra 
(Moou) of Bodb. Thus this dynasty of kings is called the great 
Lunar Dynasty. The geueological table published elsewhere 
show s the uuinterrupted continuity of the long line of Tripura 
Kings from (7Anii£ff'rt (Moon^. The great Epic Mahabhaiata and 
the Purauas are replete with the golden deeds of the kings of 
the Lunar dynasty, while Bajamata and Rafarainakar contain 
details of the achievemeute of the later kings of Tripura. The 
i«cord of the present-day Rulers of Tripura is as brilliant as was 
tie glorious past of thoir ancestors. 
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Tripura, the oldest Btate in India. 

Among the Indian States Tripura is by fat the most 
ancient* The State has, through numerous vicissitudes of time, 
been able to mamtain its individuality and inbegrity up to the 
present time. The Mfth^ibharetla' and tlie Furanas show that 
thifl State was established 3000 years before Christ. Rttfamala, 
the historical chronicle of the later kings of Tripura, says that 
the kings of this State took up arms on behalf ol Duryyodhana 
against the Pandavas at the famoue battle of Kin'uksh^tra. In 
the description in the Mahabharata of the military arrangement 
made by Bhisma occurs mention of Tripura. Sanskrit Raja/tiaia 
say a that at the liiijttskuytji ceremony of Emperor Judhisthir 
the king of Tripura was present and was accorded a high 
place of honour by Jndhisthir. It is stated in the Mahabharata 
that the Kimts were present at the Rajashuya Ceremony, 
The Kings of Tripura had long before this conquared the JCirat 
country. The Kirats were, therefore, there as retinue of the- 
King of Tripura. Tlie Mahabharata also tells us that Kama ccm 
querod Tripura in course of one of his military campaigns. 

also contains numerous other accounts in which 
Maharaja Trilochau of Tripura has been described as a con¬ 
temporary of Emperor Jndhisthir. Some historians regard 
Tripur father of Trilochau as a contemporary of Jndhisthir. 
The battle of Kumkshetra is an incident of Dioaiiar Juga, 
Emperor Judhisthir gave up his mortaJ: being just at the ap¬ 
proach of Kali Juga. This is the oOSOth year of Kali tfuga. 
It shows that the Tripura State existed about 3000 years before 
Ohrist, Bhabishya Parana (Brahma Khanda), a very ancient 
authority also makes mention of Tripura State. This esta¬ 
blishes only the antiquity of Tripura Btate, In Fithmala 
Tanird Tripura has been mentioned as a place whore fell the 
right leg ol Sati (wife of Sliiva) aud it is because of this the 
presiding deity of the land is called Tripura Sundan. The 
famous Chinese traveller Hiuen-Thsang in his travels has made 
mention of Kamalanka (Comilia) or Tripura. In his “Life and 



SVI^iiA C.VW"I TT** 


Historic Throne oi Tripurtt State. 







Progressive Tripura, « 

Travelu** Hvi6ii*Thsa.Dg says that he cctcie to India at the 
begiiming ol the 7th century. At that Lime, he saya Tripura 
was extended up to the ssea coast. That tlie State attracted the 
atteution of a foreigner showa that it was not a backward one. 
Kailash Chandra Sinha says in his R<tjamala ‘^be Stone inscrip* 
tions of Samudia Gupta show that the nvler of Tripura paid taxes 
alOTig ivith the rulers of Bengal, Kamrup and Nepal.” but the 
Gupta inscriptions which have been raolaimed by it. O. Butt 
and published in facsimile in his book '‘Ancient India”— 
mention Tripura as Kartipura, There is no historical record of 
any state of that name having ever existed. The inevitable 
conclusion therefore is that “Kartipura” was a substitution for 
"Tripura”. Sainudra Gupta reigned in the 4th century A. D. 
The Gupta inscriptions testify how glorifying it was to receive 
contributions from Tripura- State. Besides the sa-cred books, the 
glorious history of this ancient State is written in imperishable 
letters in the numerous old temples, buildings and other 
works of architecture which have still stood the ravages of 
times, though due to changes of capital many other such proofs 
must have been lost. 

Foundation of Tripura State. 

Tripura State was founded by Druliyu, a son of Emperor 
Jajati of tho Lunar Dynasty. Jajati had Fraii^thmpur as his 
capital. He had five sons, Jadu, Turbasu, Dmpjm, Ann and Puru. 
His first four sons were excluded from sovereignty owing to in- 
subordmatiou and sent out to rule over different outlying principa¬ 
lities. There are different theories as to the places allotted to each. 
Rfijamala edited by Pandit Kaliprasanua Sen Bidyabbu^n con¬ 
tains a map of places occupied by the sons of Jajati which was 
prepared by Mahamohopadyaya Paudit Paucbanau Tarkavatna. 
This show's that Druyyu w'ent eastw'ards and bis state extended 
from the Suudurbans as far as Burmah. Sanskrit Rajamala 
and lUijti Hahialmr doscribe the victorious career of Druhyu 
which indicates that after leavittg the capital (Prathistluuipur) he 
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proceeded along the banks of the Gauges toM aixis the sea and 
came across a beautiful isJaud named *'Sagor*' just at the con- 
duonce of the Jihaf/itaihi and the sea where ho set up his 
suiieraiuty. In course of time he extended Ms kingdom and 
brought several neighbouring rulers under Ins sway. His new 
kingdom was called “Tribeg'* which w^as suggested probably 
owing to its facing the Ganges at a point where it had branched 
into three channels, But this place has uudergone so many 
Iransformations that it is difficult uow' to locate it with 
any certainty. ‘'Calcutta Review"^ No. XXXIV—contains the 
following suggestive lines;— 

"*Tw'o hundrod years before the foundation of Calcutta, it 
(Sagar Island) contained a population of S00,CXX) souls w'hich iu 
one night in 1688 was sw'ept away by an iunuudation.’^’ 

Hunter in his Siatistical Accouftts of Bengal has admitted 
this fact, Tlie renowned historian Somerset Pla 3 Tie P. R. G, S. 
writes: — 

“In ancient times there were on the Sugar Island a famous 
Tol (Sanskrit College) and a shrine of Shiva erected by the Rajas 
of Tripura. 

All these not onl^' show that the Rulers of Tripura used to 
encourage learning and esUiblishment of temples but also that 
the kingdom of Tripma extended as far as the Sagar Island, 

At Baras it in Sunderbans there is an ancient Shiva 
temple with its idol called erected by the Tripura 

kings. The idol of Tripura SundarL at Satrabhug is also an 
acMevemenl of Tripura kings. Raja RaUiakfir states tiuit this 
temple was established by king Katinda of Tripunu The same 
book maintains that during 24 kings froni, Dnihyu up to the time 
of Satnijit the capital of Tripura was at Sagar Island and that 
SatrujiPs son Pratiudau conquered the Kir at counir}’ and estab' 
lished the second capital of Tripum on the bank of Brahmaputra, 
During that period tlie whole country from the Sagar Island to 
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the Brahmaputra used to be called “Tribeg.” Pratardan's aou 
Pramatba and Pramatha^s son Kflliuda used to live alternately 
in Sagar aud in the new capital. 

lu the Kirat countrj" on the bank of the Gumti lies tlie very 
ancient aud sacrod temple of Tri[)ura Suudori from very distaiit 
liast. This place has acquired a sacred character duo to the 
fact that the right leg of Suit (wife of Shiva) fell here. This 
temple still exists on a hillock some two miles from Uda^^pur, a 
di^^sional town of Tripura State. 

Rev, J. Long mentious in VoiXlX of The Joiimal of Asiatic 
Society i — 

'd saw in tlm Bibliothoque Ray ale at Paris a Portuguese 
map of Bengal) drmvii tliree centuries ago, which give tlie name 
of five cities to the east of Sagjir Island on the border of the sea. 
The rivers in the Sundarbans confirm the description,'* 

Besides, the Annals of Asia by De Barros, as well as the 
Map by Dunden Brooke clearly prove the existence along the 
sea coast near the Sundarbans, of five ports one of which was 
named liparift. That Tiparia is a transformation from Tripum 
and as set up by one of the rulera of the Tripura State is a 
reasonable conclusion. It further lends support to the statements 
of Sanskrit Jiajctmala and Ho.jct Itainnkitr, referred to above, tlmt 
the suzerainty of the rulers of Tritmni was at one time extended 
as far as the sea, 

A short time ago the well-knoun historian Raya Maniudra 
Deva Boy read in the Hoogbly District Historical Association 
an article on the Heaearches into the mtiquity of Hooglily 
District, in course of which he made the following obsen'a- 
tions '‘The high and broad embankment witli shady trees on 
either side from Tribeni to Mahanad used now for cart traflic 
known as Jamai Jangal is another place of considerable interest. 
It is said to have been constructed by the Raja of Mahanad for 
the convenience of Ms son-in-law, the son of Tripura Raj of 
Tribeni." From a perusal of the very large number of traditions 
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aud popular sa^'iugs that have been iutioduced by Mr. Deb Roy 
iu his learned article it appears Umt Tribeni within Hooghly 
disb'ict ^vas a part of the Tripura State aud that the rulers would 
from time to time come there oa temporary sojourn. 

All these prove the antiquity' and greatness of the Tripura 
State of which the first capital was established ia the Sekgar 
Island near the Sundarbans by Drubyu, la bile the second capital 
w^as set up by king I^ratardan on ti;e bank of the Kapila, a 
branch of the Brahmaputra, after his conquest of the Kiratas. 


CHAPTER n. 

Pre^Bajamala Period. 

Druh^'u is the first historical aud by far the most import¬ 
ant ruler of the dynasty. It was during his administration that 
fortune smded upon the house of Tripura Raj. Drubyu sut^ 
ceeded in gaining the favours of sage Kapila and vvith his help 
conquered the Sagar Island and extended his territoryi far and 
wide. It appears from the Pmanas that 60,000 soldiers of King 
Sugar were defeated and destroyed by Drukyu. That king 
Sagar is an historical personage is borne out by writings even 
of modern research scholars. “Emperor Sagar*a extensive 
foreign conquests are w^elhkuown. His conquest of the island 
of the Indian Archipelago is mentioned in the ancient traditions 
of these islands, where he is still worshipped as the God of the 
Sea.” (Hindu Superiority Page 193). ii; can be accepted thtyt 
this historical Sagar who conquered the islands of the Indian 
Archipelago was identical with the Pauranic Sagar whose mis¬ 
fortune it was to incur the displeasure of sage Kapila 
to the destruction of his kingdom. 

Diuhju was succeeded by his son Bavru—.au equally 
powerful and good luler upon whom the title of King was eon» 
ferred with due ceremony by sago Kapila and ever since this 
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proud title has been aasumed by the successive rulers of the 
Hue. Bavru was a successful king and his conquests extended 
far bayoud the boundaries of Bengal. R-ijur^innkar tells us 
that he conquered the conntries up to the river Baitarani in 
Orissct added a portion oi Eurinah to his vast kingdom and 
bi-ought the sea (Bay ol Bengal) under his control. 

Bavru was succeeded by his sou Setu who was a pious aud 
gifted ruler. Great religious activities marked his adiiilniatration. 

Setn’s sou Aradban was also a good aud popular ruler like 
his father. Prosperity and couteutmont prevailed throughout 
his beneficent rule. He performed an Aswamedlia ceremony 
which was largely attended and brought him great renown. 
During the latter part of his rule Aradban left the reins of 
administration in the hands of liis son Gandhara and assumed 
the life of a Yogi spending the remaining portion of his life iu 
meditation. 

Gandhara carried his military expeditions bej’Ond the Indus 
and named the provinces newly conquered as Gandlmr-Rayya. 
Gandhara v as followed by Dharma, Dhrita and Durmad all 
of ivhom were popular rulers spending their time and energy for 
the welfare of their subjects. 

The seventh king Pracbeta. son of Durmad, was an ideal 
ruler. Out of tlio total revenue ho would give away Imlf for the 
beuefit of his subjects, one-sixth for the mainteuauce of relations 
of the RoyiU family and the balance would go to the Treasury. 

After Pracheta his sou Parachi ascended tho Thione. Para- 
chi was a skilful archer and had a great ambition for conquests. 
He started out on an expedition to the foreign territories iu the 
north accompanied by his brothors leaving his son Parabasu 
in charge of the administration. But be did never retuim. 
Parabasu was followed by Porishad, Arijit, Sujit, Pururaba, 
Bibama and Puruseu. 

King Pumsen, fifteenth iu the line from Bavru, attended 
the Astcamedka Jajfia {Horse Sacrifice) of Emperor Dasaratha 
of Ayodhya, with a large retinue of princes and soldiers and 
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accompanieil b}' maiij BwAfs w'ell-versed in tlic Vedns, 
Punisen’a son Meghavarna was u groat king, a patj-ou of learning 
f>m1 well-known for bia benevolence. He established tbrougli- 
ont his dominion a large nntnber of charitiible dispensaries, 
schools and libraries and tbns discbarged the duties of a true 
king by causing education to be spread among the rank and 
tile of his people, 

Meglmvarnu nas followed by Bikarua, Basuman, Kirti, 
Kanian, Pratisraba, Pratistha and Satrujit—all of Vi hom were 
fiopular rulers, Satrujit sent his son Pratardban to the hermi¬ 
tage of Viswamitra for religious training and after his return 
Satrujit took to Banaprastlia, 

Among one hundred and eleven kings u'ho ruled succes¬ 
sively after Bavru, King Prattirdhan, the 25th lineal descendant 
of Bavra, stands out most pTOminent. It is he who enlarged the 
Empire by the conquest of the Xirat country after 14 long days* 
terrible fighting. Reference has already been made to the 
second capital built by Pratardhan on the bank of the Kapila 
liver and t-heso newly-acquired provinocB were mined ‘ Tribeg** 
after the old capital. Kaliprasanua SeiPs 'Rujmala has it that 
king Pratardhan conquered the entire tract of laud which is 
bounded Oil the north by the Brahmaputra, on the south by 
Raugamati (Chittagong Hills), on the east by Manipur and on Hie 
west by CoochBohar, Tins, it must be admitted on all hands, 
was no mean achievement. 

Pratardhan was succeeded by his son Pramatha. Pramatha’s 
son Kalinda is famous as the founder of the temple of Tripura 
Sundari in the Sundarbans. Kalinda was followed by hjs son 
Krama and the latter by Mitrari. 

The progress of this powerful kingdom received its first 
check during the rule of Hitrari, 28th king after Bavru, w'hen a 
temporary set-back was caused by internal feuds between tl^ 
ministers and the king who unlike liis predecessors was in¬ 
different to the administration of the country and given to un- 
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sec ml j quarrels with the chief minister. This resulted in the 
revolt of the chief ininisber who occupied the old Tripura Rayya 
and declared himself king thore. This marks the beginning of a 
gloomy period in. t-he history of Tripura and the loss sustained by 
the unwisdom of Mitruri could never be made good in subse¬ 
quent years by liis saccessors- 

Thcn came MitrarPs son Baribarha, who made several un¬ 
successful attempts to re conquer the old kingdom. He had to be 
satisfied wdth only the Kirat country. Baribarha was followed 
by Karinnk. He ^vas a warrior king and is staled to have 

faught several battles* 

After the death of Iviiig Karmuk, grandson of MitrarL, who 

met a hei-o’s death fearlessly lighting in the battle field, passed 

a number of uneventful years. Inspite of the earnest efforts of 
some of the kings who left no stone unturned to bring the coun¬ 
try bo its pristine glory, it appeared that they were destined 
never to rise again. With the ascendancy of Chitrayudha on 
the throne opens the darkest chapter in tlie history of Tripura. 
Chitrajuidha was a king possessed of administrative capacities 
and w^arlike disposition. He loved his subjects and was loved 

audestcemed by!liem in return. But hia martial spirits took 

him fiequently to the battle fields where he fonnd bis ultimate 
^repose along with his younger brother who followed him. Their 
untimely death strengthened the hands of the enemy and the 
minor king was forced to nm away from the country with his 
mother and seek refuge at the hermitage of sage Gautama. 

Chitrayudha's thiid brother Daitya learnt archery from 
Aswalhwama, son of the renowned archer Droiui of the 
Jtahabharata fame and recovered the kingdom of his forefathers. 




Chapter III 

Rajamala Period. 

The return oI Daitya, a direct and lawful desoendaat ot the 
Tripura Knj family, caused universal jubilation among the people, 
and tlio old ministerfs accorded him a most cordial welcome and 
rendered liim all iKSsiblo help to get himself re-instated on the 
throne, Daitya soon became an object of pride to the people by 
couijueriiig Assiim and Alalia Desha, and thus reviving the lost 
glory of Tripimi. 

Daitya’s successor Tripuc was au unusual departure from 
the tradiUoiial characteristics of the Tripur Raj family. He was 
cnieli self-willed and oppressive. He banned the worship of any 
gods and goddesses oiccopting tlie king himself. This had its 
inevitable effect. The people rose up in arms and put the king 
to death. This Tripur who changed the name of the Kinit couu- 
tfj' to Tripura is said to be a contempomry of king Judhisthira. 
That Trtpur^'.s son Triloch an was present at the Rajas uya Jajiia of 
Emperor Judhisthira is borne out by the Maliabharato, 

The reign of Trilochan is historically very important for 
more than one reason. The images of fourteen gods and goddea* 
ses set up by him are even now to be found at old Agartala and 
bear testimouy to the founders deep piety. It was from the time 
of bis cc»rouation that ‘^Cliandradhwaia*’ and “Trishula-dhwaja’* 
came to be in use among the kings of Tripura as the Royal 
Insignia. Trilochan also brought under subjugation the Kaifang, 
Ctiak mu, Khulong, Longai, Tonan, Taiyang, Kiyaug, Tliauangchi 
and other Hill Tribes. Trilochan married the daughter of 
the King of Hern tuba (modern Cachar) who died leaving no male 
issue. Trilochnu's first son Drikpati {Bir Sou) therefore ascended 
the throne left vacant by his maternal grandfather. 

Triloclmn was succeeded by his second son Dukshmin. 

Dak shill in divided hi a fntber^s hoarded wealth into twclvo 

fiortions. Ho kefit two porUoiis for himself and gave one each 

* 
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Chapter mi 

Bajamala Period. 

The return of Daitya, a direct aud lawiul descendant of the 
Tripura Raj family, caused universal jubiJatioa among the people, 
aud the old ministers accorded him a most cordial welcome and 
rendered him all ixjssible help to get himself re-instated on the 
throuc, Daitya soon became an object of pride to tho people by 
conquering Assam and Halla Desha, and thus reviving tho lost 
glory of Tripura. 

Daitya^s successor Tripur was an unusual doparture from 
the traditional characteristics of the Tripur Raj family. Ho was 
cruel, self-willed aud oppressive. He banned tlie worship of any 
gods and goddesses excepting the king himself. This had its 
iuevitahle effect. The people rose up in arms and put tlio king 
to death. This Tripur who changed the name of tJie Kirat coun¬ 
try to Tripura is said to be a contemporary of king Jtidhistliira. 
That Tripur’s son Trilochan wag present at tho Eajasuya Jajua of 
Emperor .Judhisthira la borne out by the Mahabharata. 

The reign of Trilochan is historically very important for 
more than one reason. The images of fourteen gods and goddes¬ 
ses set up by 1dm are even now" to be found at old Agartala and 
boar testimony to the founder’s deep piety. It was from the time 
of his coronatioD that '’Chandradhwaja” and “Trishula-dhwaja” 
came to be in use among the kings of Tripura as the Royal 
Insignia, Trilochan also brought under subjugation the Kaifang, 
Chak ma, Khulong, Longai, Tonan, Toiyang, Riyaug, Thauangchi 
and other Hill Tribes. Trilochan married the daughter of 
the Ring of Heramba (modern Gacbar) who died leaving no male 
issue. TriJochau’a first son Drikpati (Bir Seu) thorofore ascended 
the throne left vacant by hia maternal grandfather. 

Trilochan was succeeded by his second son Dakshmin. 
Dakslmnn divided his father’s hoarded wealth into twelve 
portions. He kept two portions for himself and gave one each 
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to his ten younger brothers. This enraged the eldest brother, 
the ruler of Heramba, who also dainjec! the throne as well as 
the Wealth of his father- On the refusal of his youtiger brothers 
to part with the kingdom ho led a big expedition and attacked 
the capital. Unable to resist the onslaugUt of his eldest brother 
King Bakshmin accompanied by his other brothers lied with Uio 
throne to a placo called Khalangma. The ruler of iloramba^ 
therefore, declared himself Idng at the old capital. 

After Dakshinin, his son Taidakshmin ascended the throne. 
He married the daughter of the King of Jlanipur. After Tai¬ 
dakshmin 41 kings ruled one after another up to Na^^pali. Jiaja- 
viala does not contain any description of their achievements and 
activities. Nagapati was succeeded by his son Sikhiraj. In both 
Sanskrit and Bengali Ha jama la tliore is a novel story current a-s 
to how he W'as served with a dish of human ilesh. It is stated that 
Sikhiraj went out on a hunting excursion but liad to get back 
to the tent disappointed. He at once ordered his cook to preimre a 
meat diet. Failing to secure meat the cook piopared the disli 
with human flesh. The King relished the dish very tnucli but 
as soon as he learnt lhat ho was served with human flesh he 
was repenteut and renounced the world as a pcnanca 

Sikhiraj was followed by Debaraj, Bhusaranga, Bandvirti 
(Bitaj), Sugar Fa, MalaycUandiii, Surja Narayau, Bir Singha, 
Surendra (Achang Fa) and Bimar. Bimar^s son, King Kumar 
w'os a devoted Saiva. He spent his last days in deep meditation 
'in the temple of God Siva at Chhambul Nagar which is now 
identified with the temple of Unakoti Siva near Kailasahar. 

Kumar was followed by Sukumar, Birchandra, Rajyesuar, 
Taicbang Fa, Narendra, Indrakirti. Bimau, Jushoraj, Banga, 
Ganga Roy, and Chitra Sen (Ohhakru Roy). 

Chitm Sen’s son Pratit (107th ruler after Bavrii) entered 
into an offensive and defensive treaty with the king of Heramba 
by defining the boundaries of both kuigdoms, and thus made 
up the old quarrel. Pratit was followed by Malcbhi (Marichi), 
Kakut (Gagan), Nowrai (Kirti) and Hamtar Fa. 
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Hamtiir Fa waa a noteworthy ruler. To Iiia credit lies the 
conquest of the I>eel':a3 - a neat and clean race of people residing 
in tlie land lying to the east of liangamati (the Chittagong i lill 
Tracts), This auccessful expedition against tlio Leokaa won 
him the proud title of Judhya or Kero and no nonder that for 
the people of Tripura the event has a special charm. From this 
time the old capital at Klialangma left uncared for, as 
the king built his neu' capital at Kaugainati and continued to 
govern therefrom. Mis son Jangc Fa or hajendra was no less sue* 
cessfnl than his fatlier. According to Hujumaht the entire tract 
of laud lying between the Feui and llohuri rivers on tlxe one side 
and the Lakslia river on tiie other was brought in his time under 
the subjugation of Tripura. 

King Cliliengdhum Fa or Kirtidhar is the 21st ruler after 
Jangefa. The most noticeable event during his reign is the 
annexation of Meherkul by his iiueen who iidlicted a heavy 
defeat on the king of Gouv to wliose territory it belonged, llira- 
bant KiiaUi a ruler under Chliengthum Fa. took ovei cliaige of 
the government of Melierkul from the King of Gour on payment 
of a boat-load of riches. Tliis enraged King Chlieugtlmiu l-’a who 
annexed the province to his kingdom. W’hen tliis u-as brought 
to the notice of the king of Gour. a large army n as desp-atched 
itumediately for the punishment of the Triijura Raj. Chhengthnnv 
Fa got terrified and vi as about to negotiate a humiliating treaty, 
But queen Tripura Suudaii following in the loot-steps of many 
other Indian heroines at crUiail junctures appeared on the 
scene and drove away the invading forces fiom Meherkid. 
According to Sanskrit Rojamala this furious battle was fought 
with the Bmpeior of Delhi, but no mention is to be found of the 
name either of the king of Gour or of the Ktnperor of Delhi. 
Pandit Kali Prasaima Sen Vidyabhushan after making a com¬ 
parative study of different historical works has concluded tlmt 
the battlo of Meherkul was fought in the year 1280 A. D, witli 
Kesliab Sen, the then king of Gour, 

Chhenthum Fa died soon after the victorious battle of 
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ilebei'kui and was followed by Acliaug (Raja Sui'j''a), KMchung 
(Alohan) and Uaugar Fa (llati Roy). 

From tills time ou words the kings of Tripura came into 
frequent clash \i'ith the 31abDDiedan mJers of Gmir, one of \\'bom 
{dayed the imyiOTtant part ol giving slielter to a refugee Tripura 
Prince named Ratua Fa. His charming manners and uncommon 
intelligence pleased the king of Gour who helped him to regain 
the thiouo of Tripura. Out of gratitude for this Ratna Fa 
]}resentcd his patron, the king of Gour, with a precious Manikya 
(Jew^el) together with 100 big oleplianta which abound in the 
hiUs of Tripura. The king o( Gour in return conferred the title 
of Manilvya iiijoii Ratna Fa and the kings of Tripura Imve been 
using it as a suffix to their names ever since. 


Dawn of a New Era* 

The reign of Ratna Fa or Ratna Manikya saw the dawn of 
a new ei'a in Tripura both socially and politically. A good many 
innovations ivere introduced in the country and the machinery 
of administration ivaa reformed after the Mabomedau fashion. 
For the cultural improvement of the people and reconstruction 
of society on up-to-date ideals, he brought from Lakshanabati, 
the capital of Gour, some eminent Brahmins and Kayesthas to 
Tripura. Of them one Khandav Ghosh and one Pandit Raj—tw'o 
notable Rayesthas, were entrusted with ministerial charge and 
to .loy Nai'ayan Sen of the Dhannantari familj'' was made over 
the charge of the medical department. Moreover, during this 
period a host of Brahmins, Baid 3 'as and Kai-esthas came from 
different parts of Bengal and got permanently settled in Tripura. 
Some of them, the Bajmnala says, came from the land of the 
well-kuoMTi Bara Bhuiya or the twelve Zamindars of Bengai, 

During the reign of Pratap Manikya, son of Ratna Manikya, 
the capital of Bengal was transferred to Subamagram. This 
brought the Mahomedans into closer touch with Tripura and in 
1347 A. D. Sainsuddin, the Pathan Sultan, invaded Tripura and 
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took away as booty bo me elophnats and money. Mahoinedau 
bistorLius have witli pride laentioued this as a confiuest of 
Tripuni but it seems to be au exaggeration pure and simple. 

Pratup Manikya having died without any issue, his brother 
Mukut Mauikya anceuded the tlxrone. He established friendly 
relations with the mler of Arakan. He was succeeded by his 
son Manikya, He was a pious king welbread in the 

Sastras, He hud tive.sons the eldest of vvhom Dliarnia renouuced 
the n orld and w ent out on a pilgrimage. The remaining four 
brothers started a quarrel over the successiou after their fathers 
death. This disgusted the people aud messengers were sent out 
in quest of the eldest brother. 

Hharnia bad just thou after touring over several places, 
reached Benares, An interesting story is current as to how his 
future succession as Kiug was foretold by a Brahmin. Dharma 
was on one noon sleeping on the Maui-Karnika Ghat when 
a big poisonous snake was found shielding him from the sun with 
its hood. A Kauauj Brahmin who observed this unusual spectacle 
approached Dharma and made the prediction that Dharma would 
soon have the good fortune of becomiug a King aud offeined to 
follow him to his country. Just then the messengers from 
Tripura reached Heimrea aud broke the ueivti of hia lathePs death 
and his successiou to the throue. Dliariaa hurried back home 
and ascended the throne. 

Dlmrma ^lauikyu ruled from 14SJI to 146:2 A, D. His 
Governmetit charncierlsod by all-rouad peace aud prosperity. 

The wGlhknowti tank /fbarinasafjitr of Ooroilla was excavated 
by him while Namtar another well-knowa tank of that city 

was excavated by his Queen Nanua. The most note Worthy 
event of his reign w'as his iavaaiou of Bengal under Sultan Abul 
Mujahed Ahmed Shah, aud the plunder of Subamogram, the 
capital of the Naw'ab. 

About this time Mengchu Muang, the ruler of Arakan. w'as 
dethroned by the King of Bnrmab and took refuge at the Court of 
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Tripura. Dharma Manikya belijed liini with men and money 
and got him reinatated. 

Oharina ifanitya bad two aons—Dhan 3 ’a and Piatap. 
After Dharma*6 death follow'ed a acramble for the throne. Aa 
is usual. Commanders of the armj' took a luadmg part in this 
affair. By a conspiracy Dhan^'a was deprived of the throne and 
the younger brother Pratap w'as made King but he was soon put 
to deatli. VV^itb a view to save the life of Dhanya his nurse kept 
him hidden in the house of the Baj priest. Coming to know of 
this the Commander-in-Chief found him out and put him on the 
throne in 1490 A. D and gave his daughter Kamala in marriage 
with him. 

With a view to couaolidate his power and place his throne 
on a hrmer footing, Dhnu}^ Mamkya reorganised the Army and 
introduced many reforms. The old generals w*ho aspired to, 
and practically didg for some time control the affairs of Ciovern* 
ment were removed and put to death and new posts of different 
grades w'ore created and hiled -up bj’ able officers. 

After re-orgauising his Army, Dhanya tunied»his attention^ 
towards tlie coiKjuest of Bengal, and within a short time- conv 
Quered Me berk ul, Patikara, G*mga’'Moiidai. Bagasair, Bejuia, 
Bhonugach, Bishtiajurig Long]a, Burdakhat, etc. but the ruler of 
Khandai did not accept the subjugation of Tripura, lie captu^d 
the Governor of Tripura and sent him as a captive to the King 
of Gour, who got him trampled to death by an elephant. This 
naturally enraged Dhanya Manik^'a who sent his Commander 
Roy Kachag to Khandai. By clever dimplomacy Roy Kachag 
brought the 12 landholders of Khandai before Dhanya Manikya 
and got them assasicated Khandai then came under the sub' 
jugation of Tripura. 

At this time a quarrel arose with the Kukees over the 
po.ssession of a white elephant. The Kukees occupied the deep 
forest called Thanaugclii lying to the east of Tripura and west of 
the Lusbai Hills. Tripura soldiers under Boy Kachag poured over 
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the Kukee land and occupied the teiiitory and also ©xtorted the 
allegiance of the Kukeea in the Lusha 1 Hills. This escpedition 
extended the boundary of the Tripura State npto the frontiers 
of Burmah, 



RiiiiiA of the Rat&ce of DlianTn At ITdAjrpur* 


The war of Dhanya ManLkya \^lth Hossein Shah, Kawab of 
Gout, for supremacy over Chittagong, is a most memorable 
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hiatorical eTent. It was a Jong and terrible w ar. The king of 
Tripura drove out the army of the Nawab from Chittagong and 
took possession of his territory. At this Kossein Shah aont a 
vast army under hja General Gout MaUik which met the 
Tripura forces first at Meherkul and then at Chandigarh near 
modem Sunamura. In the first battle the forces of Tripura 
were routed but in the aecond, they met with a decisive 
victory Most of the Nawab’s soldiers met with watery graves 
in the violent current of the GnmtL The tank, popularly 
called "‘Dhanyer Dighi/' with the memorial tower on its 
bank still stands as a living witness to the great success 
achieved by King Dhanya. But the Nawab of Gour w-as not the 
man to bear the insult lying down. He sent another big 
army under Haiton Khan, liaiton attained some success and 
occupied a fe w forts of Tripura but his soldiers were ultimately 
routed and drowned in the river. 

Dhatiya Manikya signalised this victory overtphe Nawab by 
buildiug in 1601 A. D the famous temple of Tripura Sundari at 
Udaypur and immortalised himself by wious uorks of public 
utility. The big tank of Kamalasagar which stUJ exists as a 
standiug monument of the c instructive genius of King^ Dhanya 
was excavated at huge expense and aamed nfier his queen 
Kamala Devi. The tank even now supplies driuking water to a 
vast fmpulatiou of the locality. Kiug Dhanya was not oiJya 
great warrior but also a true lover of Fine Arts. He paironi^d 
literature and music and got some valuable books and pamhah 
(religious couplets) written by learned Pundits. He aJso brought 
expert musicians from Tirhoot for the improvement of musical 

culture. 

The death of Dhanya Manikya was followed by compli¬ 
cations in the Eaj famUy. His eldest son Dhwaja Manikya 
follow ed him to the throne but died soon after. His brother 
Deva Manikya, the next important king, ascended the throne 
in 1620 A. D. and conquered the parganah of Hhuluj-a and 
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compelled its king to pay him revenue annual I Hut fresh 
(juarreU bi'oke out ^s lth the Nnwab of Gour over the old question 
of the possession of Chittagong and Hossein Shah's son Naaarath 
Shah succeeded in ousting the soldiers of Tripura from Chitta 
gong and in establishing his power there. But Deva Manikya'a 
son Bijoy was more powerful than his father. He conquered 
Sylhet, Ivhasia and Joyaiitm hills and dro^ e away tlie Mussal- 
inaus from Chittagong in a terrible battle In which his great 
General Ivala Nazir was killed but the Hathaii General Moruarak 
Khan, brother*in.-law of the king ol Gour, was captured. The 
captive was seat to the king of Tripura and was sacrificed 
before the image of ‘ Fourteeu Gods '. Bijoy Manikya was a 
coutempomry of Emperor Akbar and ruled from 1533 to 1570 
A. D. vAith much credit having accomplished man\' good deedi. 
for the benefit of his people. 

Misfortune overtook the Royal house after the death of 
Bijoya Manikya. One Gopi Prosad of very low origin and a 
former cook of Bijoy Manikya rose to be the cominander-iu- 
chief through the good graces of the King. ThLs upsbirt secret¬ 
ly put an end to the life of Bijoy Manikya's son, the heir to 
the throne and declared himself King under the name of Uday 
Manikya, He reigned for about four years. Hui-ing his lime the 
King of Gour again invaded Chittagong and occupied some 
parts of the possessions of Tripura, After Uday Mauikya's deatli 
his son Joy Manikya became king. He was a mere pupjjet in 
tlie hand.s of his General thmagan Mara in. Hauagan was, hou- 
ever, put to death by A mar, sou of Deva Manikya. Ainar. in his 
turn, killed .I 03 ' Manikya and ascended the throne. Thus, the old 
house of Tripura was once more restored to power. 

The reign of Atnar Manikya, who assumed government in 
1597 A, D. is full of important historical events, A new palace, 
built on a site to the east of Udaypnr and named Amarpur after 
his name, was the first of a series of his notable deeds. He 
defeated and brought imder contrtd the rebellious Zemiodaj-s of 
Taraf in Sylhet and compelled the insubordinate Raja of 
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Bhuluya. to pay him regular revenue and also conquered Bakla 
Ohaudradwip which wae then growing into a donriahing place. 
Immediately after these events Islam Khun, Nawab of Uacca 
shifted bis capital to Dacca and attacked the kingdom of 
Trlpimi but his army sustained a heavy defeat at the hands, of 
Isba Khan, the comiuander of Ainar. 

Encouraged by these victories Amar Manikya led an 
expedition to Arakan and occupied a few places. In retaliation 
the ruler of Arakan sought the help of the Portuguese and with 
their aid not onl3‘ snatclied off Chittagong hut attacked Udaypur, 
ransacked the capital and carried a large booty. Ainar Manik^’a 
saved his life by a timely flight but he was too proud a king to 
endure such an ignominy and put an end to his life by poisoning. 
King Amar was not only brave and heroic but also generous 
to the extreme. He gave away innumerable Taluks as free gifts 
to Brahmins and dieties to which many more were added bv his 
son Rajdhar. 

Rajdhar ruled only for three years. He kept himBelf away 
from the battle Held and devoted himself to religious puieuitf*. 
His indifference to the affairs of the state induced tlie Nowab of 
Bengal to attack Tripura but he had to beat a liasty retreat, 
Rajdhar was succeeded bj' his son Josodhar. 


During the rule of Joaodhar Manikya the pedce of the 
country was disturbed by the iofestatious of the Hughs of 
Chittagong and the Nawab of Bengal who invaded and occupied 
the planes of Tripura. Jasodhar was succeeded by his son 
Kalyan. He was a good ruler and vi'us able to regain to some 
extent the lost glory of the country. He re-organised the Army 
and excavated the w-ell-known tank called Kaiyamagar and 
rounded the Kali temple at Kaahba. After his death a civil war 
broke out between his sous Govinda and Nakshatra for the 


crown but high-souled Goviadajhe eldest, unexpectedly brought 
all troubles to an end by in favour of his vouneer 

brother. 
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Biiy oBceuded the thranis under tbr uame of 
Chliutra ]Maiiik 3 'iu During lib reign Tuvemiciv tJio Pieuuh 
ti-aveiler, CHuie out to India. In hia Travels (P. 156) it b 
that to the east of the Moghul Empire there u’ere tlirce in- 
de})e}ide&t states, via., Asaatn, Tripura and Amkain Nakslaitra 
Uiiywas a contemporary of Sliah Jehau, the famous Moghul 
Emperor. After aoceasiou to the throne of Helhi by Auratig^ 
aeh his aecoud brother 8uja with his Beguiu Peri Bauu took 
shelter in Tripui'a and passed aotae time at the hermitage of 
Govinda Manikya on tJieir way to Amkau. Emperor Aurangaeb 
wrote a friend I}’ letter to Chhatra Mauikya reixignisiiig his 
independence lUid requestitig him to send his biother and sister^ 
iii'law as cttptivea to him hut Olihatra Manikya refused to 
bring a slur on the noble tiaditioiis of his family by acceding to 
imch iiu milioly request of the Emperor. 

CIihat.ra Mmilkyn died after a short' teigii of we^t'U yeara 
only aud W7W succeeded by his elder brother Ooviuda iiuuSkya, 
Goviiida Mtiuikyn wrw an ideal king lovtul and ivsjtectiod by 
the high and the low alike. The Ouiwti einbaukment and 
the famous temple of Chuudranath were built by him. Though 
these two works of iuuueuse public utility are enough to [ler- 
petuato his name in the history of Beugid, yet his clilef fame lies 
in the construction of the noted Siija Mosque of Coin ilia n hich 
lie built as a mark of friendship betw'een himself and unfortunate 
Buja w'ith whom he hud an opportunit 3 ’ of passing some time in 
the forest while in exile. How great, good imd tolerant he was is 
evidenced by the fact that he is the central figure of the ndvef 
“IliijarshL** (the Siiint King) and the famous drama “Bisurjan^* 
(liitmcrsion) of Poet Rabindra Nath Tagore. 

After Govinda Mauikya the throne of Tripura was occupied 
in succoession by Ramdeb Manikya, Narendra Muniky’a. aud 
Ratua Mauikya, the Second. King Ramdeb excavated a huge 
tank in village Maijkhar which exists still to-da}* us Eitnisagar. 
King Katnadeb is responsible for the creation of the post of Bam- 
Thakitr or the principal prince which was the root of many a 
i 
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trouble In the matter of fmcoe&sion. Eatna Manihya, the Second 
laid the foundation of the well known temple ut Jagannathpur 
near Comilla called Satero Ratna or seventeen Jewels. Thie 



Shnti Sujn mt Cpiuillu built by CinriDda MiLUlkyji. 

temple, which uoh' old and dilapidated ia one of the sights ^vorth 
seeing in Tripura. Riitna Mauikya was put to death b 3 ' his brother 
Gbauasyani in 1712 A.D, who became king after assuming the 
name of Moliendm Manikya. Mahendra Mauikya died wiUiin two 
years and u'iw succeeded by Ills younger brother liurj'i'udiiana 
who ascended the throne as Dluimiu Manikya, the Second in 
1714 A. D. 


Chapter IV 

Hugbul Inroads. 

The kingdom of Tripura fell from its posiiion of glory 
during the time of Uharma Mantkj’u, the Second, when one 
Jagat Koy, a descendant of King Chhatra Jlanikya, rebelled 
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ogaitist the throne anti uith the help of the Nayeb Nazim of 
Dacca attacked Tripura. The king m utter helplessness at 
till 3 unexi>ected attack tied to the hillH and Jugat Roy waa 
declared king of the plaLus which was named Eosbnabad or 
the “Laud of Light” by the victorious Mahouiedaua. Dharma 
Manikyu in despair appealed to Nawab Sujauddin of Muraidabad 
who granted him the Zeariadari right of the Pargauah of 
Roshnabad on a yearly rent of Rs. 5000/-. Since then the kings 
of Trij)Ura. have been in possession of Koshnabad as Zamindars. 

Euiupean histoiians have referred to this development in 
the following words 

“The Province of Tippera, which from time immemorial 
had been an independent Kingdom, became annexed to the 
Mogul Lmijire.^ (.Stewart's J-tistory of Bengal P, 267.) 

But our view of the matter is that this did not mean the 
loss of iiide{pendent status so far as the Hill Territory of Tripura 
is concerned. It was only the portiou to the west and south of 
tlie pmsGut district of British Tippera that was converted into 
the Zemiudari of Boshnabad. 

The king of Manipui* availed himself of this crisis in 
Tripura, crossed the northern frontiers and occupied a portion. 
In order to perpetuate this great achievemeutr the king of 
fiJauipur took the title of “Takhelnainba** or the Victor of Tripura 
and also got a book written named “Takhelougnomba” or tlie 
conquest of Tripura. 

iJluirma Manikya, thougii very much disturbed by these 
internal quari'els and also sad reverses at the hands of out* 
siders, found time to inaugurate many activities of a religious 
and philanthropic nature. Sanads of many rentpfree lands 
granted by him which are still to be found bear testimony to 
his claarity and piety. He was also a great patron af literature 
iiixd art It was through his encouragement and muniticeace 
that a Bengali triinslation in verse ol the Mahabharata was 
completed. 
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Dharuia Mimikyo, the SecoEid, uiaa auooeodod hj his brother 
Thakiir Chtuidruuuuii who u^sumed the aacQe oi Mukuada 
Uatiikytt, He was a pious King aud gave away to Hcuhuuus, 
Baidyae aud Kayesthas uiauy reut'freo'landa 

The history of Tripum from his time is the history of 
a tedious and interminable war ^vith the Nawabs of iieugal 
who failing to establish periuaiieut rights were always fomou- 
ting intrigues and interfering w'Lth sncoeaaion. During the 
reign of llukundn Manikya one powerful youth, Kudrauiani 
Tbakur, a desoeudeut of Chhatra Manikya organised a 
National Militia to oppose the itoslem inroads. But Mukunda 
Uanikyu dal not approve of his activities as he was afraid 
of incurring the displeasure oE the U.oeleins« The Moslums 
tliough apparentI 3 * appreciated his aetion nltioiateiy attacked the 
capital aud captured Alukunda with bis family. At this Alukunda 
ilanikya committed suicide. On heoriug this Moslem onslaught 
fiudramani who w*aa organising an army in the jungles made a 
surprise attack on the capital and being unable to resist his 
attack the Aloslems came to terms and left the Capitol. As a 
reward for this act of bmvery people wanted him to be king in 
piroference to the sons of Alukunda Munikya. Hudninmiii there¬ 
fore ascended the throne bj’ assuming the name of .loy Mauikya. 
l^eh Cowrie, son of Mukunda Alan iky a was not siitisticd with 
this orningemeut and approached the Nawab of Alurshidabad 
for help. With the aid of Kaivab forces which w as securedl on 
promise of supply of elephants and other provisions, Rmch 
Cowrie attoc^ked the Qipitat oI Tri|)um and after routing .Toy' 
Ataiiikyu oocupie<l the throne its ludni Manikya. Bui Indra 
Alauikyu could not rule [leocefuliy. Joy Mu nik ya, the detluoiied 
rulur, tied to the Atotai lulls aud eetablisbed a tJfovernutent 
tliere. With the help of Zamhulurs b©carried oii repeated ini-oads 
ou Udaypuruud dUI not give Indra Ahmikya [leoce tor a mimiteL 
Taking advantage of these internal dissuiisioiis Gaugadt^ir, Non 
of the late Dhurma Manikyu, secured a Fiitwa from the Nawab 
of Murshiduhud and claimed the throne. Failing in hia attempt 
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be tied to Dacca and euded hia days there. After the death 
of India Manikya and Joy Manihyo, Joy Manikya^s brother 
Uorimtini Thakur ascended the throne under the name of Bejoj 
Manikya. These internal feuds naturally encouraged the 
Zamindars to defy the central authority and Sumser Ghazi, 
Zaminder of ^ioherkul, declared himself as ruler of JEioshnabad. 
After some time taking advantage of the quarrels between 
the Ki n g of Tripmu and the l^awab of ilengal and the 
abaeuoo of lv>»g Bijoj Manikya iroui capital, Samaer collected an 
army attacked a nd ransacked Uday^pur, the capital of Tripuia, 
and declared himself King. But the subjects l^xving refused to 
recognise any but a lineal descendant of the Baj family as 
King, he set up one i>abanga Thakur, a grandson of Dharma 
Manikya, on the throne as Lakahman Manikya and attempted 
to rule and collect revenue. 

In the midst of these feuds Prince Krishnarooul, son of 
Bijoy Manikya, left Udayptir and settled in Agartala which 
subsequently became the capital of Tripura, 

Krishnaniani did not remain idle. Before the usurper had 
time to consolidate his power he marched upon the capital and 
occupied it. Sainser Ghazi was captured and sent as a tyrant 
to the Nawab at Mursliidabad where he was shot dead. Krishna- 
moni occupied the throne as Krishna Manikya in tT6l A. D. 

This was the tune when the political horizon of Bengal 
was thickly owercost There were troubles all around. The death 
of Alivordi Khan^ succession of his grandson Sirt^udowia and 
his fail thrcAigb tlw iiM^au treachery of some of his courtiers and 
the baid sMlfeing of the adiuiuistrative po^v er of Uje province 
from the liauds of the Kawabs to a handful of lilngLish merchauts 
followed one after auoUwr. 

The first few years of the rule of Krishna Manikya saw 
him involved in quarrels not only u ifh their old lue, the Nae ab 
of Beagtil, but also with the Kuglish who were daily growing 
hjto a power both politically and coiamercially. ObakJa Koslma- 
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bod was the bone of conteutiou this time, The Fauzdar of the 
^Nav'iib, diffident as be was of success in u freidi trial of st rength 
with Tripura, sought the help of the English and Governor 
\rausitart was not slow to avail himself of this golden opportu¬ 
nity of extending their |iower towards Chittagong, in Febnniry 
1761 A. D. Matliew, the oflicer commanding in Chittagong 
marched against the King of Tripura «'ho was fully prepared to 
meet them in the fort of Kailargarh near the present Kamala- 
sagar Station on the A. S. Kiiilway*. But by the nmchina'tion of a 
traitor Bak.shi, the soldiers of Tripura giew panic-stricken and 
the result was that before tlie armies came face to face most of 
them tied away. Thus, ivithout any fight, the English Mag 
was hoisted over the plains of Tripura ^vithln four years of their 
acceptance of the Dewaui of Bengal, 

KrisJuia Maiiik 3 ’a was a pious and broadminded ruler. He 
completed the construction of the temple of Satero Ratna or 
“Seventeen Jewels" at Jagannathpur to the east of Gomilia. the 
foundation of wJiich uas laid by Ratna Manikya the Second. 

After the death of Krislma Alamkya in 1788 fresh quarrels 
broke out over succession. There were two asphants to the 
throne—Kajdhar, the son of liariaioui Thakui-, younger brother 
of Krishna Jilunikya and Lakshman who ^v^as once before set up 
as a titular king by Samser Ghazi. Bat to avoid a civil war Queen 
Jahuavi Devi began to rule the country. She ruled only' for 
three years but during this short period she gave ample proof 
of her ability as a sound administrator. She excavated the 
famous Kanir Dighi of Com ilia and after the construction of the 
tt'eil*known Hadhamadhuv temple at Hadhauagar near the 
presout Akhauru Junction on the A. B. Ry passed her life in 
devotion to the deity Kadhamadhav. The Sanskrit inscription on 
the stone affixed in the temple which u as speoiaJJy composed by 
Jier for the dedication ceremony sho^va her efficiency in Sans¬ 
krit iiiuguagc and ability in writing Sanskrit Poems. 

In 1786 the charge of adminstration was made over to 
Rnjdhar u'hile Lakshmau'e son Durgamoni was installed as 
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^‘Jiibaraj*’ according to the desirs of Queen Jahnavi Devi, This 
diplomatic move could but bring about temporary reconciliation 
between the op|)osite wings. 



Temple oi at R«(lJiniiaeB.r near Akhaura Junctien on A. B. fiy. 











32 


Progressive Tripari. 


Rajdhar iiuu-ried the daughter of the IClng of Mcmi^nir oad 
thus established friendly relations with ^lanipore. During liLs 
rule Roshnabud was made a separate distnct oa “Rosliuabad 
Tipperji'^ and a collector was appointed by the British Govern’ 
meut« Bui the Zemitidery right of the same remamed w'ith the 
rulers of Tripura. 

The death of Rajdluir brought both his son Earn Gauga 
and I lakshmati Alonikya's son Durgamaui on the arena and the 
ministers and councillors w^ere divided between the two camps. 
This encouraged several other members of the royal family to 
try their luck for the throue. And after niuoJi trouble Ram Oanga 
ascended the throne. But Durgimaui took the help of Kukee 
sardars iind attacked the capital. He however did not moot W'ith 
nnj' success. At tliis time the British Qo^'eriior-Geiierul jHjr- 
suaded liim to give up the tight and appeal to the British for 
decision. Tins being acceded to, the British Government helped 
liiiii in ascending the throne. 

Ham Ganga ucootnpimied by his brother Ka.Hhi Chandra 
left the capitjil and began to live in Syihet. Maharaja Durga 
Manikya erected a temple at Benares and installed the imugo of 
Siva therein. Durga Manikya ruled for three 3‘ears and then 
^vent out on a pilgrimage to Benares but died on his way on 
the 6th of April, 181H near Patna. 

After Durga Manik}Vs death Earn Gauga again seii^ed 
the throue and installed hb younger brother Kashi Chondm as 
Yuvainj. 

The reign of Malm raj Ham Gauga Manikjii is a sad tale 
of iuterual feuds for occupation of the throne by a number of 
claimants. There were dlstUTbonoeB, (IghU aud insurrections 
all over the country. Peace w as a thing unknown to the king 
but nothing daunted, he fought and fought bravely 
enormous odds aud succeeded in maintaining his position. 

The first Burmah war between the Cnglish and the Bur¬ 
mese broke out during his time^ and he rendered all possible 
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Malinrajn Durf^a Maiiikya^ 
fmn a^i Ml i#t rArf- . 



MabarAja Hevtu Ojiti^a MAtklkya. 

RfftnMtmvd /rjiw lift Ml pai*\ii»if '» tiff 


help to the English who sought his friendship. During his later 
years he passed his days in religious meditation and in pilgrimage 
leaving the aFfairs of the state in the hands of his brother Kashi 
Giiandra. Unlike his predecessors Riim Ganga Manikya did not 
marry for the second time oven after tlie de^ith of his only ’wife 
Maharani Ghandratara. He possessed a spotiess character and 
acquired special profioienci’ in the Persian language and also in 
Mensuration. He was skilled in archery and wiestling. 


Maharaja Earn Ganga built a SEUictuary at Ilrlndaban and 
iiistsilled therein the image of Deity Rashbehari. He also set 
uiJk'irt the Pargnnali of Bamutia as a Debuttar property to meet 
the expenses of the deity. 

As a proof of his intense devotion to his Preceptor (Guru) 
he built two images and named them after bis Preceptor and 
his wife. He died on Kovember 14, 183(5 A. D,, during a Lunar 
eclipse placing his head on the feet of his Guru. He was suc¬ 
ceeded by his brother Kashi Chandra ’who died after a short 
rule of three years only. 
















Chapter V. 

Modern Period* 




In tho year iHflO A, P, 
Kriahnu Kiahoiie the only sou 
of Ham Ganga Manikya as* 
(n>ndecl the throne. On the 
report of the then. CammiBBio> 
ner of Chittagong there was a 
pro}>osal in 1836 to annex the 
territory of the Tripura state. 
To this proposal the ifaharaja 
raieed a vehement protest 
and Lord Auekland the then 
GovemojvQfineral recogniaed 
the independence of Tripura 
in his letter to tiie Gorntnisaio- 
ner of Ohittagong, diited tlie 
, „ , 27fch of I>eoemtior, 1888. 

KnHhna KialioiA ManlKyA. 

ANfii (*r Maharaja Krishna Kishore 

was a skilful athlete and took keen iaioroet In hunting. 
WTCstling and fencing. He was an expert Persian scholar. He 
established his new Capital which was given the name of 
"Nutan Habeli” (New Residence) at a distanco of dve miles 
from Agartala. This name W'as Bubsequontiy clianged into 
“New Agattala.” This in its turn oame later oa to be called 
“Agartala’* which continuos to be the capittU of the State, 
while the dd oa|ntal ci\ine to be known as ''Old AgarhUa”. 
He w'as killed by a lightning shook in 1850 A. D. and was 
succeeded by his sou Ishan Chandra Manikya. 
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On aBsumption ol tho 
thmne lahan Chandra found 
himaell beset with various 
difficulties, iiot onJy the 
treasury was eto|)ty but there 
were heavy debts to be 
cleared. Further more, several 
unsuccessful attempts were 
made at hia life. His efforts 
to liquidate the debts were 
thwarted by some plotting 
members of the court. Hut 
the spiritual guide (Gum) 
of the Maharaja, Uoswami 
Hipiu Belmri came to his 
rescue at this crisis and took 
over charge of manage meut jrjihArajn Tnh&n Chwrira Mniuk.v-«. 
of the State as well as of the 

Zemiuderi of Chakla Roghjiabad. In the course of a few years he 
evolved order out of chaos. 


When the Sepoy Mutiny broke out in the year 18G7, ilaha- 
raja Ishaa Chandra Munikya iiistefid of participating in 
anti-British activities helped them in all fiossibie ways. The 
sepoys of Chittagong were not given the help they sought. 
They were forbidden to enter his territory, while a detachment 
was despatched in aid of the British. 

At this time the Zamiuders in the British district of 
Tippera began to forfeit the reutrfree lauds of such tenure 
holdei-s who luid more than 100 Bighas of land but wliose titles 
u*ere either defective or could not be traced. ^ he Zamuider of 
Sarail became particularly successful in such attempts. This 
eucomaged Maharaja Ishan Chandra Manikya's Preceptor 
mmistor to adopt similar raeasuma and increase the income of 
the State and the Zemindary, Although Mubaraja Ishau Chandra 
was fffofoundly devoted to his Guru and would do any-thing 
nt bis bidding he mfused to couseut to this proposal and some 
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pious difference of opiuiou from the Mahamja’s side presented an 
iusurmountable difficulty. The Maharaja couteuded that the 
lands which bad once been given away by bis forefathers as 
free gifts could not be coniiscated with a safe coiiscieaee ; 
but ids Guru differed in this view, and insisted the iiabaraja on 
putting Ms signature to the documents nullifying the deed of gift. 
After a good deal of discussion the Maii^iraja yielded and put 
Ms seal with the following signilicaut w'ords :—“The bidding 
of the Gum/* But strange it is tiiat immediately thereafter his 
right liand was paralysed and inspIte of all possible medical help 
the Maharaja did not recover from the attack and alter a few 
months he died at the young age of 33 only. 

Mahanija Ishanchandra’s 
deatii plunged Tripura afresh 
in quarrels of succession. 
Tiiough his younger brother 
Bir Chandm succeeded him 
just after hia death in August 
1362, tw ci other claimauts viz. 
Chakradwaja and Nllkrishna, 
who vvere also sons of Malvi- 
raja K rishna Kishore iiamkya, 
sought tlie help of tlie British 
Court for decision. After 
various (lifflcultioa Bir Chandra 
was actually instalJed on the 
9th of March J,b70, 

MnhAmja Bir Climidm, ^fiintkyn. hord Mayo W'US the Gf)* 

Btpndiietj fmn ,,f, ml pnMritj iM tk iiitar€, vemor-GexLci'a! of India at 

this time, llo appointed a Political Ageut in, Tripura for the first 
time hi 1871 foi the suppression of the Kukces in the Ijusiiai Hills. 

The rule of Bir Chandra ilauUiya marks one important 
era in the history of Tripura. From Mm the modern period 
in Tripura may be said to have actually begun, hlo was not 
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liikSLaHAtlon cflr&mony of Bir Cltandrfi Manikytu 

jfftfprorfiiiwf /ran ar mi pnAmtU iM thi 

only an able administrator but a great patron of literature, arts 
and Diusic. He iuti'oduoed many iin|>ortant reforms in the 
Civil and Executive administration of the country by remodelliag 
the same on up-to-date European methods. iScfore ho came 
to the throne all judicial matters used to come before the Maha¬ 
raja for tinal disposal. But this was aboUslmd by him and the 
task was entrusted lo two judges appointed by the Jilahanija. 
The departments of Excise, Stamps and Registration were opened 
and laws relating to these departments w'ere formulated at ids 
instance. The whole territory was subdivided for conveuieuce 
of a4uiiniatration and in short a renaissance marked every 
jihase ol life of the state. He not only created several new posts 
but also gathered round him a number of very able adniinis- - 
trabois of the day. Ho ap|}Ointed Ishau Chandra (iupta of Chuuta 
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as Dewan of Chakla, Ishan Chandra waa a distinguisJied lawyer 
of the Oouiilla Bar and compiled the criminal and judicial laws 
which with inodlflcations heiie and there still regulate the 
crimiiial and judicial administiation of the State. Ham Mmiikya 
Barman of Bidyakot was another shrewd and able officer who 
helped very much in the suppreasiou of the Kukee troublea and 
also in the rBorganisation of the internal affairs. In 1878, Prince 
Hodha Kishore waa appointed the chief judge of the Khas 
Appellate court in which capacity he rendered meritorioua ser¬ 
vices, Bir Chandra Mauikya also appointed Braja Mohan 
Thakur, Oiuabaodiiu Thakur, Nilmoni Das, Kai Bahadur. 
Mohini Mohan Hardhan, Dhauanjaya Thakur, fiai Baliadiir 
Uniakatita Daa, as ministers one after another, each of whom 
rendered valuable scrvicea to tlie State. Rai Bahadur Mohiui 
Mohan Burdhau compiled the Tenancy Act, formulated rules 
regarding the leave of officers and for the protection of the 
projjerlies of minors. Mr. Samblm Chandra Mukherjee, the 
rejiowned publicist, was also apfjoiuted us assistant iniriister for 
political works. 

In 1875 Maliaraja Bir Chandra met Loi-d Northbrook the 
then (jo vemor’Ge ne ral at Oacca and discussed many j mportanfc 
political mutters with him. The Mahai-aja waa giveu a oorditd 
reception by the Governor-General who also appreciated the 
very atti'iictive personality of the Maharaja. 

in 1870, Maharaja Bir Chandra introduced a measure 
of far reaching importance and abolished slavery from the Tiipura 
territory. Another landmark in the history of the state waa 
the abolition of the Suttee in 1888. 

In 1883 the Maharaja was stricken with a great beareve- 
ment in the death of Maharani Bhanumati to whom he was very 
much attached. He appointed an Administrative Council consis¬ 
ting of hve distinguished officers and members of the Haj family 
• with Prince Radha Kishore as President and left for Brindaban 
to perform tho last rites of tbe decoded. 
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After his return from Brindaban the Maharaja formed an 
Advisory Counoil uith Boven tnemijera to lielp the then minister 
Dhannujay Tbakur, 

About tliia time young Poet Rabiodra Nath returned to 
India after his first European tour and wrote his well'knowii lyric 
'‘Bhagna Hriday” (Broken Heart). Smitten with sorrow as the 
Mahajtija was nt the time, this book created a great and deep 
impression in Ids mind and the Maharaja sent one of bis min is* 
ters to Rabindm Nath conveying congratulations and deaii-ing 
his acquamtance. 

Reforenco to this ineidGut is found in the “Jiban Smriti^’ 
(Herainoscenoes) of Rabindrauatb, who wrote "1 remember after 
tias book oame out, Maharaja Bir Chandra Mimikya’s Minister 
called ou me to convey this fact only that the poem luis deeply 
impresBod the Maharaja who eutertaiuod high hopes of the 
future of the Poet-*’ This brought about a friendship between 
the Rnj Family and the Tagores whiob eKista even now. 

Since then whenever the Maharaja came dowm to Calcutta 
he used to send for Rabindranath and took great delight in lis¬ 
tening to Riibindranath'g recitation and music. The Poet felt 
^■©ry shy but the Maharajahs eagemesa and genial temperament 
served to banish all shyness. When ailing Bir Chandra went 
te Kurseong for a change, he took Rabindranath along with liim- 
There the Maharajo UBod to discuss poetry and music with 
Rabindranath fai' into the night. The preaouee of the Vaishuava 
poet Radha Raman Ghosh, Private Beorotary’ of the Mabumjo, 
enhanced tlie charm of the literary discuseions. 

The following description of the attainments of the Maha¬ 
raja from the Kajamala ( P, 245) u-iitten by the late Kailasli 
Chandra Singh, who was oppossed to the access ion of the 
Maharaja to the throne will be read with interest : 

“The hfaharaja pos&esBes a handsome physique with bright 
and beautiful features. He is very well-veraed in the Bengali 
language and is a poet of high order. W^e have seen two 
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books of lyriciil poeuis written by the Mahai-aja, H is song poems 
are composed in BiujabuJi (ilised Hindi) and written in imitation 
of tile jioems of Vaishnava poets Vidyapati, and Gobinda JJas, 
Tliongli imitations the fx>eins bi^atbe a spirit of simpli¬ 
city and s^\'eetness that never fails to touch tlie heart and 
create a deep impreasion. It is a matter of great regret that 
these books have never gone beyond tlie boundaries of the state, 
as tiie Maharaja is very uuwilJiog to publish them. Had they 
been published, there is no doubt that he would have secured 
a high place among the poets of Bengal. The Maharaja Is 
well vci-sed in Urdu and Manipuri and can talk in those 
languages as fluently os the mother tongue. ■ The Maharaja also 
possesses some knowledge of Sanskrit and English* He is an 
expert artist and a good photographer, He posaessea extra¬ 
ordinary abilities as a musiciau. lie is very temperate in habit 
and never touches liijuor. He is extremely intolligent. shrewd 
and an attractive converaationaliat Ho is so fascinating in 
conversation tiurt a talk with liim for a few minutes would 
disarm even his worst enemies.** 

A distinguished musician himself, be devoted considera¬ 
ble time to the cultivation aud culture of mu.sic and gathered 
rotiud him all expert musicians of the day. The songs composed 
by him were of very high order aud are still very iMjpular in 
the country. 

“Birohnndm Mauikya earned from the grateful people of 
Bengal the cove table but appropriate title of Viivramadit 3 'a of 
present age’* (*The rulers of Tripura—Dr. S. N. Sen.) As such the 
Maharaja gathered from all over India many distinguished 
artists, musicians and pandits well-vei'sed in Indian philosophy 
aud religion, Though his endeavour to re-edit the original 
Kajmala did uot meet w'ith much success. Raj Hatuukar another 
historical work was published from the original manuscript 
iu 1895. Through his mnaificence and patronage Pandit 
Kamuarayan Vidyaratna of Murshidabad edited the “Sreemat 
Bhagbataui** with sufficient notes and Bengali translations. 


•Chnnla Prnkaeli extra ordiDao' IGth Januaiy, 
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“Dr. Dineah Ciumdra 8en, the author of the well-koown Bengali 
literature ‘Bangabhiisha-O-Saliitya* has achieved to*day a u’orid 
wide reputatiou but in the early days of his literary efforts the 
publication of his monumeutai work was rendered possible by 
the munificence of the enlighteoed ruler (Bir Chandra Manikya) 
of Tripura.’* ( * The Rulers of Tripura - Dr. S. N. Sen.) 

In the eighties of the last century, the Maharaja followed tlie 
rapid developments in photography with keen interest and was 
always found making photographic esporiments iu his studio 
especially equipped for scientific experiments. For the en¬ 
couragement of the princes, nobles and the people of the state, he 
used to bold an annual Photo I'lxbibition at Agai’tala. Ifis acti¬ 
vities in connection with photo art attracted so much public 
attention that “Practical Photographei^ the photographic journal 
of America, published an illustrated biography of the Maharaja 
in one of its issues. Though iu his early life the Maluiraja spent 
much of his time in hunting, wrestling and all other games, in 
his later age ho devoted his time and energy to iihotograpbic 
and other scientific experiments and also to painting. J-le 
appointed a French artist for painting the portraits of some of 
the deceased Maharajas. 

Besides various other institutions of public utility witliin 
his teritory, the Bii'chandm Public Library at Co mil la ow'es its 
foundation to the Maharaja's munificence. The library is a lining 
monument of the great Maharaja in the heart of the British 
district of Tippera. After protracted illness Maharaja Birchandra 
died iu 1896 iu Calcutta, ile was cremated at the jvcoratala 
ghat by the side of the ci'omatory of the late Maharaj.n of 
Mysore. 


Radha Eishore Saulkya. 

Btr Chandra Manikya was succeeded by bis eldest son 
Rudha Kishore Manikya in iSf)?. He was 40 when he came to 


e 


• Estra^ordinsiry Issue, lljth Jantiar^- 
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the Gctdi and had therefore gained considerable experience of 
men and things which stood him in good stead in the admini¬ 




stration of the state. He was 
an intelligent, enthusiastiG 
and patriotic mler. As 
ilubaraj he had already w'on 
the admiration of all by his 
keen sense of justice and 
equity and solicitude for the 
welfare of his subjects. He 
ruled for only 12 years but 
those w ere crowded j'cars of 
marvellous achelTements. 
During this short period he 
introduced reforms which 
led to aJl round developement 
in every phase of life of the 
state. His was an eventful 
reign “marked by improve- 
riienfc in all departments of 
the state and private concerns 
of the Kaj family. There was a continuous development of 
revenue and the adminstratiou was reorganised and placed on a 
sound basis. Stately buildings, both public and private, adorned 
the Capital vvhere it was a mere cluster of huts a few years ago. 
His liberality reached beyond the oouflnes of his State and 
extended in public and private charities and uistitutions in the 
metropolis and other places.” 


Mahuraja HfidLakishom itpwiikja. 

j'lmnf fm w? in tk€ JAtinivk 


The Maharaja was an erudite scholar and evinced great 
interest in the education of the people as well as of the 
princes and nobles of the State. During his time there were 
not only great developments in the eduoutional activities of 
the State but the liberality of the Maharaja found expression in 
the help he rendered to some of the educational institutions of 
Bengal particularly to Poet Rabindra Nath Tagore^s International 
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university at jBolpur, the Bengal Technical Institute and 
Comilla Victoria College. 

Soon after his accession the northern divisions of the State 
were faced with a severe distress owing to the failure of crops 
due to ins ulfic lent rain. Rad ha Kishore Manikya immediately 
organised relief work to help his distressed subjects. Another 
serious blow ’ivas the great earthquake of .lane 12, 139?, Though 
the State was less affected in coni|)aTison with Cooch-Behar, 
Rungpur, Bogra, Mymensiugh and Dacca yet the damage was 
considerable. The palace of the Maharaja was so badly damaged 
that a fresh palace had to be constructed. The work of cona- 
tmctiou was entrusted to the welhknomi firm of engineers 
Messrs Martin & Co., and the beauty and grandeur of the new 



Inittnllntiati Ceremony ol Mtiliaraja Ra<lhft Kishoro Muiik^a, 
StyndtiKi frv'm fuipiH>j fmtrtti w Htt OiJitt.'. 
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palace which is called Ujyayanta Eaj Palace never fail to 
attract even a casual visitor to Tripura. 

Sir John Woodburn who becaDce the Lieutenant Governor 
of Bengal in 1898j soon after assumption of office, paid a visit 
to (Jomilla where he discussed many important matters with 
the Maharaja, and several complicated questions regELrding the 
settlement oporatious of the Maharajahs Zemindary in British 
Tippera, w'hich were then in operation, were also disposed of. 

In 19(X) Hadha Kishore Manikya arranged the marriage 
of the Jubaraja Birondra Kishore with the grand daughter of 
Sir Jung Bahadur of Nepal which was an occassion of great 
festivities and rejoicings. This matrimonial alliance with a 
Kshatriya ruling house of Northern India was considered by 
the people as a great social reform. As a matter of fact since 
then many other such alliaacea have boo a established. 

The Maharaja wms a great lover of Bengali language and 
was much attached to Bengali literature, lie, therefore, hungered 
for society of literary men. This desire brought him into contact 
with JJr. Babirtdra Nath Tagoro w’ho enjoyed the friendsihip of 
his father, Sir Jagadish Chandra Boae and other beat minds 
of the day. Thus he made the acquuintiiuco and won the 
friendship of His iiighneas Maharaja Sir Nripendra Naravau Bhup 
of Cooch Behar, Maharaja Sii- llameswar Singh of Durbhatigti, 
Maharaja Sir Jatindra Mohan Tagore, ilabiiraja Jagadindranath 
Koy of Natore, Lord Shiha of Raipur, Sir Tarukuath Palit, Sir 
Rash Behari Ghose and others. By tliis contact he w-on the 
heart of Bengal and made th e culture aud refine me jit of the 
house of Tripura well known to the Bengaiecs. A great reception 
was accorded to the Mahamja about this time at the Saiigit Samiij 
in Calcutta. Tagore’s “Bisharjan” w'aa staged, Ihibindra Natli him* 
self taking the princiiml part. The Maluiraja was garlanded by 
the Maharaja of Natore wdth a. song specially comfjosed and simg - 
by himself. ‘'Bisharjan” has immortalised the bouse of Tripura 
in the heart of Bengal and the San git Samaj reception was an 
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enthusiastic dGmoustration oJ the esteem in which the Mahanija 
was held by the people. Radhakishore was a great friend 
of distressed literary men. His benefactions to the cause 
of literature and education and perticuiarly to literary men 
in distress were varied and numerous. But these gilts were done 
in greatest secret—a fact that enhanced their value a thousand 
fold. He was greatly moved to read in the '*Sanjibani” of 
the distress that had befallen the national poet Heinchandra 
due to blindness and poverty. The Maharaja grew impatient 
and was not satisfied unless he wm able to arrange for him a 
monthly allowance through Rabindranath. It gave him great 
relief when he learnt that Hemohaudra^s diilicultieB had been 
removed and said :— 

‘T may be a small Ruler but if poet Hemchandra is allowed 
to end bis life miserably in a charitable hospital like Michael 
Madhuaudhan Dntt woe be to the country in which he has 
been bom. If my councillors are not alert in such cases, they 
will not only oomniLt a great wrong but v^ ill also cover me ith 
giji."^(*‘Desliiya RaJja”—Colonel Mahim Chiiiidra Deb Barman), 

Riidhakishore also granted a monthly allowance to Dr. 
Dinesh Chandra Sen. He fallowed with keen interest the epoch- 
making discoveries of the great scientist Sir Jagadish Chandra 
Bose. One day Sir Jagadish arranged a demonstration of his 
discoveries at the l^aidency College for Eabindra Nath Tagore 
and Other friends. The Maharaja was not then mtimatoly 
acquainted with Sir Jagadish but as soon as he heard of it he 
appeared though uninvited at the college lahoratory at the 
appointed time and surprised one and all by his presence. 
Though the Maharaja was uot well-versed in the Hngltsh 
language yet he followed tJie experiments with such interest 
that he at once understood their worldwide significance. When 
Habiudra Math started raising funds for the erection of a labora¬ 
tory for Sir .fagadish as private ex fieri meats were not permissible 
in the College Laboratory, the Maharaja made a large donation 
tow^ards the building fund. His interest for and sympathy with 
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the M'ork of Sir Jagadisli grew intensely and when Sir Jagadish 
was passing a very anxious time in England trying hard to 
convince a biased scientilic world with the truth he has dis- 
coverd and was in financial difficulties, ttie Maharaja wrote him 
a very sympathetic letter and sent him a big remittance which 
was pregnant with the late of a nation. The value of this gene* 
roua help may better be diseribed in the words of the Scientist 
liimself. In one of his discourses at the ilose Institute Sir 
Jagadish said :— 

‘'when his experiment brought vividly before him the uni- 
versui sensiti^■eIleaa of matter and the outcome of this generali' 
sutiou in different realms of thought, he had a visit from the late 
Maharaja of Tipporah Eadhakishore Manikya, The Maharaja 
w’os a great scholar in the Vernacular, though be was totally 
unacquainted with English language. According to the prevail¬ 
ing standaid, the cultural value of his acquirements would be 
questioned. But the i^laharaja’s ignorance of English did not 
stand hi the way of his instantly realising the aigoificanoe of 
the lecturer's esv>erimenta, Indeed his own mind was put to 
its fullest activity in answering the Maharaja'a moat intelligent 
questionings as regards the trend of his work in clearing np 
many difficult problems. The reference to this subject may be 
opportune in view of the contioversy whether Akbar the Great 
was literate or illiterate and whether the University Commission 
should recommend the Vernacular language as suitable vehicle 
for scientilic instruction. The Governmeut of India sent him on 
Ms second scientiho deputation to the west to announce his 
discovery and he exjieri men tally demonstrated before the meet- 
kng of Koyal Society the sensitiveness of ordinary planta. The 
discovery was refused publication to reach the sdeutitic world. 
The period of his deputation was then neai'ing ita end. lie had to 
make liis choice of returning to India discredited or overetay in 
England risking his apponintment or tho chance of convincing 
some imbiasaed scientific men. While in this dilemma ho received 
a communication from the Maharaja assuring him of his lirm 
belief and also a largo remittance towards the possibility of 
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continuation of his researches. He was thus enabled to prolong 
his stay and thus secure many true friends among scientific 
men in England who stood for fair pla^- resulting finally in the 
acceptance of hia work. It was the special request of the late 
Maharaja that he wished to remain unknowTi in this connection. 
He has now passed away and it is permissible to speak now of 
one who stood by him at a time w-hen such friendship was mast 
needed.” {The Englishman, l'2th March, 1918.) 

No branch of the adminiatration had His Higlmess* greater 
attention than the Education and the Medical Departments and 
no w^here was his munificence so liberally bestowed. 

The Victoria Memorial ilospital erected in memory of the 
late Queen Empress was an institution in which he took a 
personal interest. 

A great educationist, the ilaharaja spent huge sums of 
money for the spread of education. He esttiblished a new High 
School, a Sanskrit Tol and a number of girls schools and i)Ti- 
mary schools in different parts of the State, In 1900 the Maha¬ 
raja opened a fi-eo-Boarding school for the Thakur boys and 
the Kumars of the Raj family. This institution is a living 
example of His Highnesses solicitude for the education of the 
nobles of the State and the scions of the Haj family. But 
his crowning achievement w'Os the foundation of a free 2nd 
grade College at Agartala In 1901 with a band of distinguished 
scholars as professors. The College proved a great success and 
soon acquired first grade status. But unfortunately as the policy 
of the authorities of the Calcutta Univei'sity was against the 
establishment of such instLlutions in small towns in the mufassil, 
the Maharajahs free college together with some othor mufassil 
colleges w^as closed, to the great regret of the people* 

Special scholarships and stipends w'ore founded to help 
indigent students for prosecution of studies. Scholarships w'ere 
also awarded to enthusiastic youngmen including even outsiders 
to enable them to go to foreign countries for scientific and 
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industrial eduoatioii. With a view to encouraging technical 
education a teehaical school was eBtabliahed at Agartala which 
gave a great impetus to the development of cottage Industries 
and hiindicrafts. 

Radha Kishore Manikya engaged Pandit Cliandroday 
Vidyabenode Editor, Weekly “Hitabadi” to re-edit the original 
Eajftniala. The Pandit addressed himself to his task ivith 
great devotion and zeal with the result that the book was 
cjompieted in 1902 in 4 volumes, A few copies were only printed 
w hich were meant exclusively for the use of the members of the 
Raj family and are kept in the palace library, 

Sila-Lipi'Sangraha—iColle&iion of Stone iuscriptiotis)—a 
w^ork of very great historical imjxirtance w as also the w'ork of 
Pandit Chandrodaj* Vidyabenode* The idea of cornpULug such 
a work occurred to the Maharaja when he paid a visit to the old 
palace and temples of Udaypur in 1903 and the Pandit was 
entruBted with the work. The book w'as published in 1905 and 
was recognised as a work of great value. The author had to take 
great pains in the compilation of the book as he had to travel 
throughout the length and breadth of the State and of the 
zamindaries and in jungles and caves to trace the works of art 
and architecture of a distant past. 

In 1907 Pandit Chandcoday Vidyabenode also re-edited 
and published Brihaunm'adiya Pwra/i—a devotional literature 
from the manuscript translated iu verses at the histanoe of the 
late Maharaja Govinda ilanikya. 

Agriculture also attracted Maharajahs personal attention. 
A model farm for the cultivation of Mulberry, Potato. Sugarcane, 
Aloes and Rhea was opened. Experiments for silk rearing 
began in 1904 under the supervision of Mr. Jogeah Chandra 
Chowdhury who is now the Superintendent of Agriculture, 
Industries and Commerce. Mr. Ghowdhry was sent to Rtngalore 
with a State Scholarship for training iu Silk rearing and 
weaving and siibsequently to Japan for completion of studies. 
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Question of exploring nnd examining the mineral reaouTGes 
of the State also engaged the attention of the ilaharaja. 


TJjyuVJiHtii PaSacp at Agitrtalii illummated On tte DewaU Ni^ht. 

In 1901 distress prevailed in Sonamura and Udaipur divi¬ 
sions due to failure of crop. The Innd heartod Maharaja 
immediately arranged for free distribution of paddy and rice in 
the affected area. His Highness also arranged for agricultural 
loans and free distribution of seeds to the cultivators. These 
measures evoked great admiration from a grateful people. 

In 1902 the Maharaja sent his son Prince Brojendra Kishore 
to the Imperial Cadet Corps for military training while Prince 
Jatindra Mohan and Prince Nabin Kishore Deb Barman were 
.sent to the Raj Kuraar CoUege at Ajmere for higher education 
and administrative training, 

Maharaja Radhakiahore attended in 1902 the Coronation 
Durbar of His Majesty Edward Vll with hia Councillors and 
members of personal staff. While at Delhi His Highness made 
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the acquaintance of many mling chiefs o! western India and 
Maharaja's genial manners, culture and attractive personality 
were highl}' appreciated by all. 

In 1903 there was great jubilation in tJie State and parti* 
Gularly at Agartala owing to the birth of a son to Jubaraj 
Birendra Kisbore. But after a year the State was in the grip of 
sorrow as the baby prince died. 

Sir John Woodburn visited Agartala in July 1904. As this 
was the first visit of a Lieutenant Governor to the State there 
were gi'eat rejoicings. The honoured guest was given a most 
cordial reception and to commemorate the occasion a spacious 
building with accommodation for oO beds including 10 for 
contagious cases erected at the Victoria Memorial Hospital at 
Agartala was opend by His Honour. 



Victoria Memorial Hospital at AennaJa. 

Under the enlightened Maharaja the Public Works Depart¬ 
ment showed great activities. In 1903 nearly 3 lakhs of rupees 
was spent for the erection of public buildings and development 
of Agartala. 

In 1906, with a view to give them official training and an 
insight into the working of the important departments of the 
State, Jubaraj Birendra Kishore was placed at the head of 
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the Hevenue and Political Departments and Maharaj Kumar 
Brojendra Kishore who got Ms training at the Imperial Cadet 
Crops, at the head of the Police and Military Departments- 

The sepamtion of the revenue and police departments was 
gradually carried out duriog the year 1905. 

In 1906 unseasonable rain injured the cotton and paddy 
crops of the State. Consequently distress prevailed throughout 
the State as m ell as in the Zemindary of the Maharaja within the 
British Territory. Maharaja Radha Kishore took necessary steps 
to give prompt relief to the distressed people and ordered the 
suspension of realisation of rents which amounted in the 
zaniindaiy alone to over half a lakh of rupees. Mr, Ramani 
Mohan Chatterjee, M. A. B. L. who was appointed the 
minister of the State, on the recommendation of Poet Habindra- 
Nath Tagore, resigned and was succeeded again by his 
predecessor Bai Bahadur Uma Kauta Das. 

With a view to give an impetus to the newly established 
Bengal Technical Institute in Calcutta (presently known as 
The College of Engineering and Technology) the Maharaja 
visited the Institute and paid a substantial sum as donation 
and Edso granted a monthly aid for the maintenance ofthe same. 

A female ward, attached to the Hospital at Agartala, was 
opened through the munificence of Maharani Tdsibati. It was 
regarded by the people of the State as well as those of the 
surrounding British territory as a great boon. 

In 1907 the Maharaja reorganised the Police Department 
thoroughly and the Revenue Officers w^ere relieved of Police 
duties. The whole State was parceUod out into Police thanas 
and Tahasil circles, Mr. J. C Dutt who qualified himiself from 
the Dacca Police Training School was apfibinted Superin¬ 
tendent of Police, 

The Maharaja then paid Ms attention to the Post and 
Telegi'aph Departments and after enbering into an arrange¬ 
ment with the Imperial Postal authorities opened several Post 
Offices within the State. Towards the ond of the year 1908, 
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Minister Rai Bahadur Ucnakuuta Das retired and was succeeded 
by Mr. Annada Oharan Gupta, 

As a result of reorganisation of the administration the 
gross revenue of the State (excluding the Zeminduries) increased 
from Ra. 4,74,4'i8 to Ra, 10,08,536. Land revenue ivas placed on 
a sound basis, the whole State living been surveyed and settled. 
In the Zemindaries cadestral sui voy was finished. Besides the 
preparation of a valuable record of rights the operations resulted 
in an increase of Es. 91,659 in the gi’oss rental of the Estate as 
it rose from Rs. 5,8-1,189 to 6,75,848 on the conclusion of Mia 
Settlement. 

Communications also received due attention, about 100 
tniles of new roads having been construoted—the most im|>ortant 
being the Agartala-Akhaura Road. 

On August 19, 1908 a male issue—His hUguess the present 
Maharaja Bn- Bikram Kishore Manikya Bahadur was born to 
Yubaraj Birendra Kishore■ an event which was hailed with 
great joy throughout the length and breadth of the State as two 
previous issues died soon after their bii’th. 

In January 1909 His Highness the Maharaja of ilanipur paid 
a visit to the State. The Manipur House has been related to the 
Tripura Raj family by marriage for a long time and as this was 
the first time when the heads of both Houses met, the occasion 
was signalised by great festivities. A Durbar was held in honour 
of His Highness the Maharaja of Manipur which was attended 
by the Taluqdara of Nurnagar the most important section of the 
tenimeholders in Roshuabad. 

Soon after the departure of the Maharaja of Manipur, 
MaJhaxaja Radha. Kishore Manikya who hud a religious turn of 
mind and was devoting himself to pilgrioiage now and then 
started on his much-desired visit to Benares but alas ! never to 
return again. He met with a serious motor accident in Benares 
and breathed hia last on March 12, 1009 at the ^Jandeswor Kuthi 
of His Highness the Maharaja of Benares whore he had been 
putting up as the guest of the Maharaja. 





Mailikya liimuic hia ymit to in 
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Birendra Kialiore Uanikya. 



Birendra Kishore Kaiiikj^a succeeded his father Radha- 
Kishore Mantkya on March 13, 1909 at the age of 25 He 
’ii ae a very popular and 
talented Ruler. Soon after 
his acoesaion to the Gadi 
he introduced severe! im' 
portant measures which at 
once made him the idol of 
the people. Kind and gene” 
lous and txfssessed of a calm 
and peaceful temperamentr 
he baaed his administration 
on the love of his people. 

The result was he secured 
the hearty and loving co¬ 
operation of all 'vho so long 
used tu keep themselves 
aloof from affairs concern¬ 
ing the management of the 
State. 


MaJinmjfl Bireudm Kfishore Man iky A. 

H/jtrwhstKd from tiM Oil m tJH 


One of the earliest 
and most popular measures 
of the new Maharaja tvas 
the re-constitution of the Amafya Sahha (Advisory Council) 
with him self as President, his chief officer Mr, Annada Charan 
Gupta as Vice-President and all the prominent Princes and 
veteran officials of considerable administrative experience 
as members of the Sabfw,. He appointed his younger brother 
Prince Brajendra Kishore as his Private Secretary and on the 


reveraon of the chief officer Mr. Gupta to the Provincial Service 
of Eastern Bengal and Assam Gtovemme at his uncle Prince Naba- 
dwip Chandra Deb Bammu as minister^tepa which demonstra¬ 
ted great foresight and statesmanship. Their wide experience 
and administrative abilities proved of great help to the State. 
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Installstion CeranuJrV oi MftKaraja BlraDdra Kiahorc ManLkya, 

J?fjprt?<fyc«r ffwA ftfl off piKnh>ff pnamW itk Pbfaa. 


The mstallation ceremony of Maharaja Birendra Kisboro 
was performed on Nov. 25, 1909 amidst scenes of great 
enthusiasm. Sir Lancelot Hare, Lieutonaut Governor of Eastern 
Bengal and Assam, attended the hinotion and in a speach 
congratulated the Maharaja on his accession and wished auccess 
to his admimatration. Among other distinguished guests was 
H. H. the Maharaja Ctuira Chand Singh of Manipur whose pre¬ 
sence added to the grandeur of the occaaiou. 

Soon after his mstallation the Maharaja directed his per.so- 
nal attention towards improvement of the administration and 
removing grievances that came to hia notice. One of his 
earliest steps Wets the reernitment of two judges—one a rethed 
Sub-Judge of a British Court of Justice and the other, a 











Aftoi' tbe liif^tnUntioii Ceremorty of Mahjirojet Binsfidrn K-ifllioio Manikyii. 
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distiiigui?hed member of the Comilla Bar, This was a much- 
needed reform and helped considerably^ in speedier administra* 
tioii of justice* 

In 1911 the Mahai^ja made extensive tours throughout the 
length and breadth of the State to get himself persoually actiuain- 
ted with the conditions of Ms subjects and to study the possibili¬ 
ties of iniproving them wherever necessary. These tours evoked 
great expectations among the people and at each of the four divi¬ 
sions of the State which he visited one after another he was 
accorded most cortlial receptions* He began to mix with the 
people so freely and the visit created so much eiithusiaam that 
His Highness was compelled to overstay everywhere. Amidst 
the festivities that signalised the passage of His Highness 
through his territory he did not forget the needs and necessities 
of the people whose welfare was constantly at his heart. 
Numerous functions were arranged everywhere by the people of 
the plains as well as of the hills and the Maharaja earned the 
gratitude of his people by attending all of them without any 
regard for personal conveuience. 

On hts return from tour His Highness established several 
schools and dispensaries in various parts of the State. His tour 
also impressed on. him the necessity of improving the communi¬ 
cations. He, therefore, ordered for opening out of distant 
portions of the State and within a short time ail important 
places were connected with a network of roads. 

The Maharaja used to convene the Amatya Sabha at abort 
intervals and consult them for advice in every impoitaiit work 
of the StatOi 

With a view to placing the financial position of the State 
on a sound basis the Maharaja appointed a Eetrenchment 
Committee in. 1911 with experienced officials of the State and a 
distinguished non-official export as members to examine the 
ftnancial condition of the State and suggest retrenchment where- 
ever practicable consistent with efficiency. The Oommittcc 
held several sittings and made certain recommendations* Hut 
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as these vvould have involved compulsory retire meat of several 
employees of the State, the Maharaja did not give effect to them 
and made the alternative suggestion of curtaUhig expenditure 
by offering reduction of his owiir personal allow.ince. About the 
same time His Highness exercised his prerogative of mercy 
and oidered the ac<jiiittal of Ibiuhim Aii a convict who was 
condemned to death. These praiseworthy steps earned for him 
the title of “Birendra Kishore the 

The year 1911 is ala> a memorable year in the aunds of 
India when His Majesty King Emperor George V paid his 
historic visit which roused great euthusiastu throughout the 
lengtli and breadth of the country. A Coronation Durbar 
was held in Delhi amidst unprecedented scenes of pomp and 
grandeur. The Maharaja attended this historic fuacliou with 
his Councillors and his Intelligeuoe, leduement and s^iecial 
taloats in art, music and science at once created a great 
impression among his brother Eulers many of whom ii'ivited 
him for a \i8it to their States an<i thus he acquired the pereonal 
friendship of many of them. He also very greatly iraptesaed the 
high officials and the foreign and Indian press represeutativea 
present on the occasion. 

Soon after hia return from Delhi the Maharaja directed his 
aUfiutiou tow’ards various reforms concerning the welfare of the 
State and the ()eople. The new Arms Act and the Penal Code 
Amendment Act were parsed. 

Arrangements were made for producing silk on an exten¬ 
sive scale. The area of the Silk Farm was therefore extended 
and further experiments on Silk-rearing and Weaving were 
undertaken. 

The Maharaja was couviuced that until and unless the people 
of the country were scientifically trained for agricultuie 
the condition of bis subjecta the majority of whom derived 
their sustenance from agriculture, could not be improved. He, 
therefore, opened a Model School for agricultui-al and sericultural 
education and training. 
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His Excellency Lord Carmichael, the Governor of Bengal 
Lady Carmichael visited ^gartala in Fehmary 1913 and 
stayed for 2 days as the state guest. His Excellency, who had 
already made himself popular by his conciliatory policy in the 
administration of Madras and Bengal, vi'as accorded a unique 
reception. Possessed of equally calm and sweet temperament 
both His Excellency and the young Maharaja found great 
pleasure in each others company and hours were passed in most 
happy conversations. Numerous eiitertainmeiits ivere arranged 
by the Maharaja to make His Excel lenc/s visit as pleasant and 
comfortable as possible. To commemorate the occassion His 
Excellency wns requested to lay the foundation stone of a bridge 
over the Houra river which he did with great pleasure. The 



Main gntfl in front ot the Palace at Agartala, 


function was attended by thousands of people of the State as 
well as of the neighbouring British territory. The bridge after 
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its eompletiou has been appropriately named as the Carmichael 
Bridge and com mauds a very im portant position connecting as 
it does the capital of the State with the southern divisitms. 

In 1914, “on the outbreak of the Great European War, His 
Highness placed his personal services and the resources of his 
State at the disposjil of the Imperial Oovemmenl; and he gave a 
suitable donation to the Piovincial War Heiiel Fund a branch of 
which was succesfully started in the State^' (Bengal Administra' 
tion Report 1914-16). 

In 1915 His Higbiress appointed Hai Bahadur P. K. Daa- 
Giipta, manager of Chakla Eloshnabad and a member of Bengal 
Provincial Service, as Chief Dewan and with his help inaugurated 
a number of reforms which '‘materially improved the admini¬ 
stration and developed the resources of the State.” One of the 
important steps taken by the Maharaja for improved adminstra^ 
tion was the introduction of the State Civil Service examination 
for recruitment of higher officers of the ^Sbite with graded scale 
of salaries. This attracted youngmen of education and ability 
to compete in the examitmtion. In the same yetir His Highness 
paid a donation to the British Ambulance Uommittee through 
H. H. The Duke of Portland for the malnteuauce of an Ambulance 
Car in Prance for a year. This iiatriotic and humanitarian 
action of the Maharaja was very much appreciated by the 
Committee as well as by the British public. 

During the 3'ear heavy floods occuiTed in almost aU parts 
of the State aud in the Zeuiind(ir3% Considerable damage w'as 
done to property and live stock and great distress prevailed all 
over the State. At the instance of the Maharaja prompt relief 
measures were undertaken on an extensive scale and paddy, 
rice and pulses etc. were imported from outside the state 
territory to cope with the situation. The floods also affected the 
public health of the State. There were outbreaks of cholera, 
dysentery and other deseasea in several parts of the territory. 
Immediate arrangements w^ere made by the Maharaja to render 




View ol tlio in Deremlr in ifif T«i «f Cental Tipper^ Ten Co., I.td. 





















V 


i. ' 


I 


■! 

I 


i 





Hw Highnesja The MahBTaja Jlanikya BiiLadnr 

nt the oi 4 ytwrw. 



Hig^liueFks The MntiJiraia SltaDikyn UmhacluT 
at tlio IS- yeains. 



Hb Higbnetis The MiOiwaja Mwiikys Jlaiadur 
at the ag* of 18 yeBT*, 























Pn^ssive Tripura. 

help to the sufferers as well as to check the progress of 
the epidemics. These beneficent measures had their desired 
effect. The State waa not only free from disease within a very 
time but the people were also able to tide over their 
difficulties and recoup their losses to a considerable e^tenh 



Kun^baii Palace, 

One of the most important measures of fai' reaching miport- 
ance in the material progress of the State undertaken by the 
Maharaja in 1916 was the introduction of steps for the develope- 
ment of the extensive waste land of the State which has led to 
the establiahments of an important and growing iadustrj* in the 
opening of tea gardens. Di. A. C. Bhattacharyya Ph.I).p who 
while in Germany arranged to get several samples of Tripura 
soils sent from home and had these examined at the Prussian 
Grovernment Agrioultui'al Institute of HaJle a. S started soon after 
his return to India a (Jhemical Laboratory and continued to 
carry on examination of soils of Tripura which gave extremely 
satisfactory results. Dr, Bhattacharyya at once approached the 
Chief Dewan Bai Bahadur P* K. Uas Gupta and impressed upon 
him the great possibUities of Tripura soil for tea cultivation. 
Ills suggestion was acted u]x>n with the result that the founda- 
tign of a big industry was soon laid. To q^uote from Tea culth 

• ’Cliimta Pr*kAaL^* KatUflordio Jiry January L930. 
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Tabion in Tripura/* by Mr Gixija Mohan Sanjal, the Managing 
Director of Harishnagar Tea Co., Ltd.— 

'Tn the meantiine an enthusiaatic young chemist of Tripura, 
my Mend Dr. A. 0. Bhattaoharyya Ph.D,, published his first 
report on the soils of Tripura State strongly recommending the 
soila as suitable for tea cultivation, as he found the soils to be 
as good as that of Surma Valley. The gardens in the Tripura 
State were then opened one after another. During the brief 
period of 11 years as many as 40 gardens have been started. 
Up-to-date w-ell equipped factories have been erected in some 
of the gardens and most of the gardens are progressing fairly 
well.*^ 

The great importance of this step wull be apparent from 
the fact that numerous waste and dreary tracts have been 
cleared and transformed into sm iling lands humming with the 
noise and bustle of factory labourers who are daily Hocking to 
the State and estabEshing a big labour oolouy with immense 
future possibilities in the agricultural developement of the State. 
The gardens have not only been a good source of income to the 
State but are also affoiding employment to the labouring 



Viow of U|YayBj)tiL from Kuj]}&bnji kiliock. 

population of the State. The aggregate capital invested by the 
tea concerns in the State is more than a crore of rupees. This 
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farsighted step reflects great credit oa the Maharaja but far 
whose persona} iuterest the experimeut would 
as great a success as it did — an experiment from w ic e 
is now deriving manifold benefits. 

Maharaja Birendra Kishore was also anxious to have ^ 
mineral resource a of the State explored and soon a er ^ 
accession to the Gadi appointed the well^own ^ 

Mr Ashoke Bose for geological and minerologial survey a ^ 
State Mr. Bose started work with great earnestness and all 
llcmto aHoxded Mm by tbe but imfortu- 

Ltely he died euddeuly wilhout aehie™| 
reeult Cooeeaueutly the Muhuraja gtanted m 1916. Measts 
Burma Oil Co. Ltd. a liconae for exploring the State terntorj. 

About this time with a view' to completely reorganising 
the cdueational ayatem of the S5tute the Mahi^a aeut 
Mr. Someudra Chandra Deb Barman, a State ^ 

International University at Bolpore. mlb Dr, Eabmdia ■ 
Tagore to America for training in up-to-date ednoational 
Lthods. Mr. Deb Barman joined the renowned Umversity 
rilarvard from wMoh he took his M. A. degree and ^rned 
on further studies in Pedagogy aud Ghild^s Psychologj. n is 

“etl he w as placed in charge of the Ednoational Department 

of the State-a post wMoh he is still holding w-ith great credit 

and success. 

On March 4, 1918, IBs Excellency l-oid ^naldshay the 
Governor cl Ileiigal, paid a visit to Agartala ^ ^ 

the Carmichael Bridge, the foundation of which wa. , 
b^hfo predecessor Lord Carmichael 
Honaldshay Road connecting the Capital 
Ooeiiing of this road hos led to the development of .tady 
motor Lvice between Agartala and Bishalgarh Barer. This 
^ “ “ made it possible to reach rripor^on a 

Ddaypur by motor. His Excellency also opened the Indestn 
and^ionltiiraJ Exhibition held at Agartala noth a brilliant 
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collection of home industpy, including hai4iprafts, v^rioua l£iB4s 
qS Silk, Ivory, Horn. Hide, Wood, Cane, Bamboo cad earthea 
liroduote^ wooderfal speoimaas of Tripura, Manipuri and otkor 
liUl people^a fine needle work, besides DaultifaFious other tilings 
recieved from outside the State, The exhibition was a great 
success to which the original sauce and oil paintings of His 
Highness the Maharaja Manikya Bahadur, very ccratly furniture 
and wood works made by Prince Brojendra Kishore Deb Barman 
and other Princes as well as valuable Cotton, Silk and Woolen 
fabrics woven and embroidered by the ladies of the Raj family 
contributed largely. 

Hie Highness made a farther big donation of a Lakh of 
Rupeps tp the War Fund, and for the encouragement, of recruit¬ 
ment of Soldiers amongst his State Subjects, offered donations 
of Rs or a free gift of 6 Bighaa of iaod to each recruit. 

These offers were very much appreciated by the Governor of 
Bengal. 

Besides the Carmichael Bridge, the Kunjaban (g»rden> 
palace, oflSce of the Minister smd many other office buildiBgs 
were completed at the instance of the Maharaja. The Kunjaban 
palace, atandmg as it does on a picturesque hillock k a thing of 
beauty and joy. The Maharaja also built the temple of Lakshmi 
Narayan the family deity which stands as a liviog memory to 
his piety and reiigioua devotion. The famous Siva temple of 
Cbandranath in Chittagong hills where thausands of pilgrims 
liopk every year was thoroughly repaired according to • 
ihe desire of the Maharaja. The Maharaja also got a big 
Dhai^majfttla built at Chandranath for the convenience of 
pilgrims. 

In 1910 a severe epedomic of inhueni^ took over nearly 

lives inspite of all possible preventive and curq,tiye 
m.eaaures adopted by the State* 

During this year thp Governor of Bengal again visited 
AgapWa and 'syas accorded a grand reception A State Bangujat 
and c State Durbar were held which evoked great enthusiastc. 



Hekmit. 

Rfprttduved from tkn ervjitfal painting of Maharaja nirtniira Kwhon MaaUcga 
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During the same year leases were granted of '34000 acteS 
of land for Tea Cultivation. 

in 1921, wten His Royal Higaess the ilute of CbtinaUghfe 
came out to India Maharaja Birendra Kiahoin tdet hi Hi at 
Calcutta and also id Delhi. Tho Mahamja had a vety ijleasant 
time in both the places. 

In the same year to foster the growiih of the weaving 
industry within the State sanction was given to the proposal for 
teaching weaving in the Atrisan School as well as ih all other 
High Schools 

The Maharaja suffered from a protracted illness from 
Beptemhor, 1921 to January 1332 and foillid himself unable to 
attend to State business until the end of the year. This uufottti- 
nate illness deprived the Maharaja of the pleasure of meeting 
liis Eloyal Highness The Prince of Wales. But he ^nt Juhaiaj 
Bir Bikram Kishofe to Calcutta who had the honour of an intro¬ 
duction to His EoSnl Highness. Jubaraj Bahadur was at that time 
only 12 years of age but his beautiful appearance, smart beariiig, 
sharp intelligence, fine culture and refinement attracted the 
attention of His Royal Highness as also of the officers of his 
Royal Highness’s personal staff. In November 1922, Mahariija 
Birendra Kishore had the pleasure of a private interview with 
His H^ccellency the Viceroy and thereafter also with the t^ove^ 
not of Bengal in t^lcutta. 

in 1928 Maharaja’s illness suddenly took a turn for the worse 
and His Highness died on August 18, at the comparatively young 
age of 40 only. This calamity plunged the State in universal 
grief. The great love and esteem in vshich he was held by the 
people found expression in the spontaneous outbimst of deep 
mourning. A great administrator, a farsighted statesman and 
a patriotic Ruler he was the idol of his people. Calm and peace- 
loving by temperament,—he was a great philospher ^a poet and 
a thinker and found great pleasure in the cultivation and culture 
of the fine arts. He was a first class artist and an expert 
painter and used to delve deeper into the charms and beauties of 
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Natui’Q whicii found nurneroua expresBioas on oanvasa through 
his brush. Some of the pictures drawn by him will be found in 
these pages. They will show the rare and great excellence he 
achieved in painting. He also used to take great pleasure in 
clay modelling and Gairied the art to such perfection that he 
himself used to undertake the painting and decoration, of family 
deities before the annual Durga Puja festival. No w'^onder the 
death of such a prince was universally mourned. 

During the reign of Maharaja Birendra Kishore Manikya 
Prince Mahendra Chandra Dev Barman took up the work of 
re-editing Eajmata. The prince began work in collaboration 
with Pandit Gopal Chandra Kabya-Byakaranatiiirtha but before 
they proceeded far Pandit Amnlya Charan Bidyabhushuu o! 
Calcutta approached the Maharaja i^dth some valuable sugges¬ 
tions. As the Paudit Bidyabhushan is connected with the 
Bnngiya Sahitya Parishat (Bengal Literary Society) the fore¬ 
most representative institute of the literateure of Bengal, the 
Maharaja naturally accepted his suggestions and entrusted him 
with this great ’ivork. But unfortunately for varioua reasons the 
PandiPs work proved ueeless. During this time Pandit Kali 
Prasanna Son Bidyabhushan w'ho was engaged iu re-editing 
and publishing some rare mimscripta of Vaishnava literature 
and had then completed his valuable work “Gita-Cbandroday*’ 
of renowned poet Gbanasyam Das was entrusted with the work 
of re-editing "Eapnala’^ which is still proceediug. Up to uow 
three volumes with numerous illustrations, maps, notes and 
oommeutaries have been published. It is a monumental w^ork 
and is beiug greatly appreciated by aU. The book will cover 
Qjiotber three such volumes. 




Fi,iite TiiArHis«lLi:i=!iOJi. 

tt*r ^riiFiuoi urMiraJu liirv>.dra KMtnr SiaHikya. 




















m Th. Mfthfirtja Ma«ikv» Baharf.ir at the age 0l 15 yea«. 

















Chapter VL 

The Preeeat Regime. 



His Highneas the Maharaja Bir Bikrani Kishore Maaikya 
Bahadur siiceecded hia father on the i4th August J923 at tlie^ 
young age of 16 only, The succession was publicly announced 
at a Durbar. His Highness 
achieved legal majority under 
the law governing the Tripura 
Ruling family but tho ad- 
ministrution of the State was 
entrusted to a Council of 
Administration to afford time 
to the Maharaja to complete 
his education and training. 

Inaugurated on the 9th 
December, 1923, the Council 
of Administration which con¬ 
sisted of Prince Wabadwip 
Chandra Deb Barman {Presi* 
dent), Eai Bahfidur Jyotish 
Chandi’a Sen (Vice-I^resideat), 

Prince Brojendra Kishore 
Deb Barman and Tiiakur 
Prataj? Chandra Roy had 
about four years' existence. 

Though placed in a i^eculiar and delicate situation, yet with 
the active sympathy and goodwill of His Highness the Maharaja 
and the co-operation of Their Highnesses the Dow'ager M a ha- 
ranees j the Council w^as able to rotider a very good account 
of itself within the short period of its existence. Early 
steps were taken by the Council on assumption oJ charge to 
place the iinances of the State on a sound footing. The 


^rnhAriija Biir Bikrum KisTiort^ MiiiiLkya 
BuliiuLur. 

HfpfviHmii ffvm Ik paintioff prtMrtttJ hi tki /tiTarr, 
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Budget was revised and retrenohment effected in various 
directions. An up-tO'date inventory of liabilities was drawn 
up and schemes formulated for gradual repayuient of loans and 
adjustment of old advances. Early in 1924, a committee was 
appointed to scrutinise all outatandiug claims find tbe. total 
amount as representing tbe liabilities at the death of the late 
Maharaja Birendra Kishor© Manikya Bahadur wjis ascertained. 
All outside claims were paid off by tbe end of 1925, partiali^’ 
with the help of the sum of Rg, 2,03,0001* which Their ILigbnesses 
the Maharanees in a commendable spirit of sacrifice deposited 
in the Treasury at a very low rat© of interest. Th© income 
W'hicb began to rise from year to year was unprecedented 
during the yeai’ 1926 u heu the entire liabilities inclusive of the 
deposit of Their Highuesses tbe Maharanees \v©i'e paid off and 
the closing balance of the 3 'ear 1920*27 rose to Hs. 10,59,982/- 
agaiust Rs, 2,37,620/- in 1922-23, Another noticeable feature of 
the financial administration w'as the vigorous adjustment and 
substantial reduction of old advances by far the greater portion 
of which represented ejcpenditmie previously incurred without 
Budget provision. 

* With regard to reforms though the Council had necessarily 
to adopt a policy more or less cautious, yet it was not inattentive 
to legitimate demands as the following items of expenditure 
representing public works of utility* as well as educational and 
other measures of iniportance completed during the administra¬ 
tion of the OouncU w ill show : — 

Khas Adalat BuUdinga—Rs, 90,227/- ; Jail Buildings— 
Rs. 23,786/- j Extension of tbe Administration Buildings—Rs. 
56,161/- : Guest House Building—Rs. 46,145/- : Stone metalling 
of the State portion of the Alihaura-Agartala Road Ra. 32,766/- j 
S tone roetalling of the British portion of the Akhaura-Agartala 
Road—Rs. 44,872/- : Bishalgarh-Udalpur Road—Rs. 47,114/ : 
Purchase of Property— Rs. 90,000, - : Grain allowance paid to 
officers—Its. 1 , 21 , 201 /- and Special Educational grants— 
Rs. 34,i60y-, 
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Opening d tLe newlj" coiwititKited Jiiil Utiilding duriug the period oJ Council oi 

Adluiniiltrattock. 


I'iie aduimfetrative trainiug 
of the young Maharaja com' 
nienced during the year- 19^ 
under the superviidoii of the 
guardian tutor Lt. 0. G. Pulley 
and with the active co-operation 
of the Political Agent Mr. A. .1. 
Dash. His Highness also attended 
a course of military training in 
1926, Poasesaed of a sharp and 
acute intellect a brilliant memory 
and a receptive mind the Muhaiuja 
picked up things very quickly 
and received an all round oducU' 
tion within an incredibly short 
|)eriod of time. 


Lt. Cot 0- C, Piilloy. 

ronnerly |;iiiird^aii trator HLa 
the Maljttrajft, Rt pretent 
Chief Staff okceti 
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Tlie Investiture Ceremony. 

Tto luveatiture ceremony of Hie Jtighness took place 
on bis 20th birthday on August 19, 1927 while the Shfiiftric 
cereinouy of Rajyftbhfshek or inatal!ation followed on January 29, 
1928. Both evoked unique enthusiasm. The Investiture Durbar 
was largely attended by distinguished guests including His 
Excellency the Governor of Bengal and 1 ^ady Jackson w ho were 
accorded a heiitbing reception. After imposing ceremonials imd 
customary exchange of presents His Excelleucy offered ilia 
Highness the Viceroy’s congratulations and lu a neat speech 
added his ow*ii good wdshes and felicitatioiis. A number ol 
interesting functions followed ending in a State Banquet. His 
Highness was presented with a number of addresses by different 
sections of the people and representative associations offering 
felicitations on His Highness^ assumption of administration and 
expres.sing the unbounded feelings of joy raised in the minds of 
the people. This was follow'ed by the Ihiblic Audience and the 



H. H. the MEili^AjgL Ttntti H, E. the Governor and Lady Jaokaon 
after ilio Investiture Durbar* 











After the inveitityre {Jn Au^uet, 

(Sitting) TnJniil HHfrijt (Umlur Snny to Governinei^t Prsiieo tidra CIt. Deb DiuTnrin, SJr. Prenlico (Chief 

Govt, of Bengttl), !h[aliDiiiaiiyii rriiiuo B. K. Deb BiuiaAii, Kiw HigliiiOHit The Skiahaiaja Mfioikya Ball^wltlr^ Lady JackaoD;, IL Sir^ 
WtiMtley JitckHoi] (CxoveniOr of Bofigalb Mahatnoliyft Prince N. C. Deb Burnian, air. GrftliLiin (P. B. to H. E. the Governor of UongaL^ Lady 
AGendaot to Her ExcieLlenvy, Manynbar J . Q. ^eo (aiiiii$tor of Tripura State), Sorgeoa lo Ilia E^ceelleucy. 










Progressive Tripura. 


G9 


Nazar Durbar, The first was atteuded by a huge gathering 
of people forming the Coiumouors while the second by the pick 
of the State Society, 

Soon after assumption of 
administration His Highness 
directed his attention towards 
re-organisation of State affairs and 
appointed Kai Jyotish (Jhandra 
Sen Bahadur, Vice-President of 
the retiring Council, as Minister 
and Manager of the 2emin- 
daries, Dewan Be joy Kumar Sen 
as Chief Seer chi ry, R«iua Bodh- 
jiing Bahadur aa his Private 
Secretary, Mr. Kamala Prasad 
Dutt as Assistant Private Secre¬ 
tary and Captain Ktitnar Prafulla 
Kmnar Deb Barman as Military 
Secretary. 

His Highness also appointed an Advisory Council with him¬ 
self as President, Prince Nabadwip Chiindra Deb Barman 
Bahadur as Vice-President and Ih-ince Brajeudm Kiahore Deb 
Barman Bahadur, Ussir Braja Krishna Deb Barman Saheb, the 
Minister and the Chief Secretary as members. 

The Privy Ihirse was separat,ed from the general adminis¬ 
tration and placed in charge of Mr, Anukul Chandiu Mukherjee, 
formerly tutor to His Highness and the Military Dopaitment 
was brought under His Bighness* direct control. 

The Installation Ceremony. 

The RajyabkMek or Installation coremony of His High¬ 
ness came off on the 29th January, 1^28, amidst scenes of 
unprecedented enthusiasm. The usual sanctified ceremonies 
coupled w ith the traditional grandeur of His Highness* family 



StAiQ Crown of Ttipura. 
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wei'e all observed in a manner befitting the ancieut Raj family 
of Tripura. The festivities lasted for Kve days. Visitors and 
guests began pouring in from a week earlier and by the 27tJii 
January, there was a tremendous rush of people crowding the 
public thoroughfares throughout day and night in a manner never 
seen before. There was a continuous round of festivities in 
which one and all participated wholeheartedly. 

An estimate of the vast assemblage could be gathered 
from the fact that as many as 80,000 tickets were collected 
at Akhaura Station on the A. B. Ry. on the occasionj besides 
thousands who had to walk on foot from distant villages. 
Among the distinguished guests who attended the ceremony 
were The Nawab Bahadur of Murshidabud, H. H. the Rajah 
Sabeb of Kotla, the Rajah of Protapgarh, the representative 
of Dholpur Durbar, the Hon*ble Nawab Mussruff Hussain— 
the then Minister, Government of Bengal and Sir Jagadish 
Chandra Bose. A large number of tributaries of Mia Highness 
and the landholders of the Tripura State and Estate in the 
British territory also attended the ceremony, besides a large 
number of distinguished public men of Tippera and other dis¬ 
tricts. It was a representative gathering of princes, land¬ 
holders, toJuqdars, merchants and public men. On a most 
moderate estimate at least two hundred thousand people partici¬ 
pated in the festivities. 

The Installation ceremony of the Maharajas of Tripura is 
a religious ceremony performed according to the orthodox 
rites of the Hindu regularly observed by the ancient 

princes oi this celebrated Lunar Dynasty; and on this auspi¬ 
cious occasiou also the religious injunctions were scrupulously 
observed. And this evoked widespread adiiiii-ation for the 
Maharaja as the function is linked with a ixist hallowed with 
tradition. 

The relevant religious ceremomals comniouced from the 
early morning of the 27th January. His Highness offered 









loudiog to ill 3 lQit<illatkO]i Fiuidal (IobIcIu iho mtkm 
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oblationa to hia aacestors on that day and periormed worship of 
the family deities with due solemnities. Pujas were also 
performed in all the principtd temples of the State. The func¬ 
tion included also presentation of gifts of cows, gold and aUver 
etc, to the Brahmins. His Highness most gladly imposed upon 
himself all the rigours and restraints sanctioned by the 
Skmtrm. 

January 29, will remain a memorable dsry in the 

lustory of Tripura. Long before the day da'vned streams of 
jwople began to pour in from different directions and at sun^rise 
Agartala became a veritable sea of human heads, a tumultous and 
surging crowd making for the huge pandal to jjay a contented 
people’s homage to their beloved prince. The sound of concb- 
slicLs and ringing of bells in the temples, recital of \ediii 
hymns in the palace and prayers in the mosques added a solemn 
serenity. His Highness emerged at the palace gate and a-scended 
the Chabmlola in front of the Ujjayanta Palace and was 
taken in a huge procession. As soon as His Highness made a 
move IJ guns were tired to signify iiis IHghness departure 
towards the pandal. The procession at once imposing and 
pictures(ju© w'us headed by the mt^t beatitifully decorated 
elephant GanG^h Laving at its back the Haj ensigns Kapi^ 
tihwaja and Damnna declaring with theii' grave and solemn 
somid the arrival of His Highness the Maharaja Mauikya 
Bahadur, it was followed by the devoted Manipuri Vaisnavaa clad 
in white cloth and yellow turbam singing kirtau and dancing 
to the tune of ih& kartai and the mrklanga. Then followed 
Sri Sri Lakshmi Naryanji on the Chaltmlola with Pandits 
chanting mantraa and invoking the Almighty for His divine 
blessings. T^velve chopdaras and six body guards clad in their 
gorgeous dresses walked in military order foUowed by the 
Aide-camps seated on beautifully decorated Hmdas impreg¬ 
nated wdth valuable jewels on a moat impoaing elephant. 
Then followed Hia Highnesa Maharaja Maha-Mohodaya Bir 
Bikram Kishore Manikya Bahadur seated on Chatai'doJa, The 
Maharaja, a picture of health and beauty, looked briUiant in 
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sparkling sunshine and created a man*ellous impression on all 
who had the good fortune to have a glance of him. The proceS' 
aion moved ou with a solemnity all its own through the vast 



Rii^ HisknD.^.j the .\riihiiruja lIiinikyR BniiRiiur in C/inUriliit,t. 

crowd amidst cries of Ma/iantja Bafmdm'kt Jar 

which were echoed and re-echoed as the pioceaaion wended its 
alow oDume. All house-tops and balconies tt'ere crou'ded aud 
ladies added to the beauty of the occasioti by blowing conch 
shells and raising ulu-d/iwani, ^ 


Referring to the procession the S'ta/^fiman wrote i_^“The 

procession from the Uijayanta Palace to the Pandal defied dis- 
cription. Huge elephants, richly caprisoned, carrying Howdaji 
that sparkled with gems worth a king's rausoin, participated 
The bejeweled Chattmlola borne by a score of scarlet-dad bearers 
in which iiis Highness jcfumeyed to the Pandal glittered ivith 

thousand gems, and the dress worn by His Highness conveyed 

subtle suggestion of iUimitable wealth. The whole epitonmed 
the immemorial wealth and splendour of the East.” 
















LCIUUL XlOIllfllTIlWIil ^l[} 0^ S(111 1^31 UOjWH33P4iI 
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A coHnnodious aud pioturestiue amphithoatro wqb erect ©d 
for iustallatiou and as tlio day dawned the dttrtKirieii in black 
with saffron pagrees began to take tlieir respective seats. The 
galleries on the left also wore soon crowded with tributary 
chiefs and hili mmlar'i. First entered the Kukeeraj Lalchhut 
Gama wfth his followers in awe inspiring custumes. Ringing a 
big Chinese bell and other hilly instruments the Kukees created 
a great impression. The Kukeeraj was followed by the Lusai 
Raj Bang Bhunga, Kukee-Sardar Murshalhma, Lusai Sardar 
Thangriaua, Kankajoy Bnliadur—the Sardara of Dhumachara, 
L. Tawai—Chief of Chbaciihak Range and other sai'dars. Their 
fantastic hUly costumes, powerful demeanour, heavy foot steps 
and iron constitution excited the admiration of all. 
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Amidst the chantiDg of Vedic hymns and invoking of divine 
blessings the Maharaja Bahadur ascended the dais. His High¬ 
ness first offered fioraJ offerings at the feet of Laksmi Narayanji 



IiusUllatiati of Hin HighneM the Mahftrajpi Blr Bikram Kishot^ Hanikya Knhadur. 

placed on a separate seat just to the right of the throne. The 
Maharaja Bahadur then offered flowers and sacred leaves bo the 
throne and walked around it seven times in the company,of 
Brahmins. He then bowed domi before his family deity and 
took his seat on the throne. Thus seated on the throne His 
Highness took garland and chandm from the Suha Saheb and 
assumed the Rc^-Tika (symbol of sovereignty) on his forehead. 
This was foUosved by recitations of Vedic hymns by pandits. 
The religions ceremony of the installation thus finished, His 
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tLiglmess bowed before the deity aud then alighted from the dais 
and walked towards the gate, a procession being formed in 
the same order as before, His Highness then got upon the 
Chofurdola and vvas carried to the palace in procession. 

Then followed a round of festivities which included among 
other things a public feast, illumination, music and amusements. 

The day following the iustallatiou ceremony witnessed 
an imposing procession of 100 decorated elephants which Hur- 
paased ail others in grandeur and picturesqueness. The proces¬ 
sion consisted of princes, prominent members of the Haj family, 
distmguished guests, band fjarties, tiag bearers, the state 
battalion and different groups of fantastically dressed MU tribes. 
As it slowly wended its way it was greeted by enthusiastic 
crowds aiuging glor^' to His Highness. Ladies from house* 
gates! joined in the general chorus by their UIu. 



Hi$ Durbax 
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Durb^ir waa hold th© sa-Qie duy at 7 P. M. in the 
Durbar Hall. The members of the Raj family, zemindars, taluk- 
dara. State officials and all who attended the installation cere¬ 
mony paid Nazar which consisted of gold mohms, silver etc, to 
His Highness. 



Hid irt Ocit'bjir, 


A Durbar for the presentation of addresses to His High¬ 
ness was held on the 1st Febrtiary at il A. M, at the Dnrbat 
Hall of the Ujjayanta Palace when addresses were presented by 
the Tripura Hitasadhini Sabha, Tripura State Landholders’ 
Association and the Talukdars* AssociatLou. Addresses were also 
presented by the Talukdars of Chakla Roshaabad. Tripura Tea 
Association and numerous other associations and public bodies. 
After the addresses were read His Highness gave a suitable 
joint reply. 















His Tho Muliftraju Mmiilsi'ii Hnluidiir nftcr iiistfiUdLtiDEis in Juniinry lii’JH (with miest). 
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After the presentation o£ addresses His Highness permitted 
bis subjects belonging to the hiU tribes to present their levies. 
These people in their peculiar dresses approached His Highness 
and presented innumerable articles including tigei*s alcia, rare 
hill fruits and shrubs, elephant tusk, birds etc. These presents 
were very much appreciated. 

Another important function of the year was the marriage 
of Maharajkutnari Hibliasprabha Uevi, His Highness’s second 
sister, with Jubaraj Subhag Singhji Bahadur, heir apparent of 
Baria State in Bombay Presidency which was celebrated with 
great eclat at Agartaia on March 10, 1928. The bridegroom’s 
father His Highness Capt, Mahamol Shree Sir Ranjit Singji 
Bahadur, K. C, S. 1., Ruler of Baria, with His Highness Maha¬ 
raja Saheb of Santrampur aud two other Ruling Princes, vn 
many distinguished guests of high rank attended the function. 
The alliance between two ancient Rajput families of eastern and 
western India has a signiQcance and importance of its own. 


rirst Offtoial Visit To Comilla. 

His Highness paid his fimt olficial visit, on August 18 
1928, to Comilla, the hcadiiuartore oi Britieh Tippera «= “•« 
as ol Urn Maharaja's vast Zeiaiadaries. The welcome ^ 
Highaess received on the cccassion from all sections ol peop 
„a®al andnon-offlcial. n.ae indeednnprecedeutedm toe aimals 

of the toivn. ilia Uighness mto received at toe etaton by Mn 
W Lyne. 1. C. S.. UUtrict Magistrate CEil-othoio Political Ag 
nf the State) as n'ell as by toe members of a 

of the elite of the town representing all caste and creed A guard 
of hononr detailed under Govemmeut orders presented arms 
along with a band nf Boy Scouts. An address of welcome wM 
madron the platform to which His Hlghnese gave a suiteble 

reply. The ''»»» Sathering *at ““j jrTe 

rnghT^-STLX-through the surging otowd strug- 
gliag to have a darOim, of His Highness, whde as the procession 
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passed through the decorated streets and houses, ladies showered 
tired rice and Bowers from house tops and balconies to the 
sound of conch shells and til it. 



fljf;h]]£4s thv ifalmrajii Mimikyn Bubai^TiT in tlio Pimifiihu Durbar Cumilla, 


VHs Highness received addresses of welcome from the 
District lioard, the Alunicipality, the People^s Association, the 
KJiadimul Islam, the Anjumau-i-laiamia, the Hindu Mahasbabha, 
the Widow Marriage Society, the Traders* Association, the 
Chamber of Commerce, fcho Nurnagar Talukdars* Asaociation and 
many other repreaentative bodies, besides those from different 
sections of his tenants and officials. To all of these addresses His 
Highness gave sympathetic replies which raised great expecta¬ 
tions in the mind of the people. 











Birdii-cyr. vi<>w of tUo «t Balar^Luqu.r JurinB thL> ..mr,iag« cH-ro.nony of 

H, H. tlio Mahivrajft Mmiikya Balinttur, 
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Visits to religious institutions, both J-Undu and Maho-* 
medan. as well as to colleges, schools and libraries followed 
amidst great public ovations, while His Highness made contri¬ 
butions for purposes of worship in the temples and mosques, 
and for the feeding of children* 

A number of other public functions fonning a part of the 
programme, including an address by the ladies, had to be 
abandoned to the great diKippointmeul of all. oa ing to a sudden 
attack of influenza with which His hlighoess was unfortnnateiy 

laid up. 

The visit thus came to a sudden and almost dramatic end, 
following a State Banquet and a Garden party at tlis Highne^^ 
residence in which all sections of Co mUla society were widely 

represented. 

Before departure the Maharaja announced donations to 
public Institutions aggregating Rs. 63,000, 

On recovery Hia Highness went to Mussoorie for a brief 
period of change and visited Simla, Delhi and Agm before 

return. 


His HighnesB’ Marriage. 

Eailv in the year it was announced that the marriage of Hfc 
Highness the Maharaja Manikya Bahadur had been setUed mth 
the sntffl Mnflaraj Kumari Sahebaof Mnramp^-a danghtor 
of the late Maharaja Sir BhagabaH Prasad Smg ital^nr. K. U 
1. E., K. B E., and sister of the present Maharaja Saheb. 

This alliance between the historic Honse of Tripum and 
the premier Rajput Talukdar family 

satislaotLon. A deputation of Sartb-rs representmg tl^e JIaharaja 
of Balrampur srxm arrived, and the TBak or bet^ oerernony 
was performed with becoming eclat at the Ujjayanta PaUce, 
Agurtulu, on the 20th Muy, 1923. 

The marriage coremonj was celebrated at Balaxarapur on 
the 16th January. 1929, and proved in every way worthy of the 
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alliance, both in respect of the distiagnished gathering that 
attended it, and the spectacular grandeur that the functions 
presented. Hia Excellency the Gcvernor of the United J^rovin- 
ces graced the ceremony with Ms presence, while among the 
guests w^ere a number of Ruling CMefs, Maharajas, Rajas and 
other eminent men, both European and Indian. 

His Highness, accompanied by a bridal party, which num¬ 
bered about 1000, left Agaitaia on the 12th January, 1929, and 
received ovations not only at Agartab and all along the route 
to the Railw^ay station, but from a huge concourse of people at 
Akhaura, as the bridal specials left. Similar ovations followed 
at Chandpur as the party boarded the special steamers, and at 
Goalundo, where it entrained again. It was arranged that the 
trains from Goalundo would proceed upto Calcutta and then 
start back for Halarampur via Naihati and Handel, As the bride¬ 
groom's special steamed in with its precious load, a distinguished 
gathering on the gaily decorated platform of Sealdah Station 
accorded the Maharaja an enthusiastic welcome. Similar recep¬ 
tions at Henares and Lucknow followed, and at Benares in parti- 
cular^the band in attendance, the sumptuous meals laid for 
members of the bridal party ia tastefully decorated tents, and 
the crowd of holy priests vying with one another in their eager¬ 
ness to offer blessings to His Highness, created an atmosphere 
of warmth and heartiness never to be forgotten. 

At Balarampur the welcome accorded to Hjs Highness by 
Maharaja Pateswari Prasad Sing Bahadur and his staff was all 
that could be desired, and the tender care and lavish hospitality 
meted out to each individual member of the party and to each 
individuai guest were worthy of the best traditions of the house. 

Congratulations poured in fixim all quarters and included 
kind messages of good will from His Excellency the Governor 
of Bengal, His Excellency the Governor of United Provinces, a 
number of Indian Princes and Chiefs as well as many other 
leading men. At a State Banquet held at Balarampur on the 
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iTtL January, the Hou^ble Mr. A. W. Pirn, C. 9.1., C. 1. E., 
1, C. S., Finance Member of the United Proviaoes. pi'oposed in 
felicitous terms, the toast of the biide and the bridegroom, 
which was moat enthusiastically responded to and His Highness 
gave a suitable reply. 

His Highness returned to Agartala on the 23rd January, 
1929 w’ith Her Highness the Maharanee Saheba, who was 
accorded by high and low alike a most warm reception and the 
auspicious ceremony came to a close in the midst of rejoicings 
and festivities which lasted for full one "week. 


Chapter vil. 

COUNCILS AND COMMITTEES. 

After accession to the Gadi His Highness devoted himself 
in right earnest to allround improvement of the State, and 
from the many-sided activities initiated by him it became 
apparent that His Highness had not only keenly watched the 
work of the Administrative Councils but also acquired thorough 
knowledge of the minutest details of administration. It was 
soon perceived by all connected with the State that His High¬ 
ness, though of tender age, was not only capable of managing all 
affairs with efficiency but was also able to devise various measures 
for the improvement of administration in all its branches. 
An early riser, an active worker and a disciplined soldier * His 
Highness does not know' what is lethargy or idleness. A dyna¬ 
mic personality, Hia Highness is ever full of acHvities and it 
is therefore easy for him to accomplish great things within 
a very short time. Possessed of great foresight His Highness 
felt that unless them is gradual decentralisation and 
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Tosponsible officers oJ the State are allowed to actively parti¬ 
cipate m thrashing out policies aud schemes in matters in 
which they have acijiiired expo deuce the ad uiinist ration catiuot 
run efficiently. With this conviction the Maharaja constituted 
se^'eral Councils and Committees each consisting of experienced 
members of the State. In this great work the help and co¬ 
operation of even outsiders were enlisted. To increase efficiency 
departments were separated as far as practicable and an Execu¬ 
tive Council was constituted, each member being placed in 
charge of particular portfolios. 

The most imj)ortant innovations were the constitution of 
(!) Mantraim Sabha or the Advisory Council (2) Byabasthapak 
Sabha or the Legislative Council and (3) the Mantri Fftrishatk 
or the Executive Council. 


Mantrana Sabha. 

(Advisory Council). 

By a proclamation dated the 31st August 1927 His High¬ 
ness constituted the Advisory Council the personnel of which has 
already been referred to. As the name suggests the Advisory 
Council was appointed to advise the Maharaja in important 
affairs of the State. The Council generally meets twice a tnouth 
but the Chief Secretary is empowered to convene special meetings 
whenever necessary. Matters on which His Highness requires 
advice and counsel are ordinarily placed before the Council. 
His Highness also invests the Qouncii w*ith temporary and 
sometimes wdth permanent powers to deal ivit^ and 
certain matters and give tinal decisions on the same. In its 
dual decision the Council may approve or reject a proposal 
w'ithout further reference to the Maharaja Mauikya Bahadur, 
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The GouucU as at present oouatituted huTe thus the 

* 

following pow ers;— 

(<•) To hear appeals from officers of the State Civil Service 
who are departoientallj’’ punished either by the Chief 
Secretary or the Chief Officer. 

(6) To consider proposals regarding Permanent or 
Taskkicki Settlement of property io the State or in the 
Zomindaries a.s well as IZQVd of Mohals with mininiuni 
annual income of Rs. 5000/*. 

(c) To fimiaidflr suggestions regarding initiation of new* 
legislation, passing of new* Bills, new' Acts and Amend* 
ments to the existing Acts 

(d) To scrutinise the budgets of the State as well as of the 
Zemlndaries. 

(c) To discuss such other matters as conceiti the general 
welfare of the State and the Zemindaries, 

Byahasthapak Sabha 
(Legislative Cotimii). 

Byahmthapak Sabha or the Legislative Council was con¬ 
stituted by another proclamation on tbe 3rd September, 1927. His 
Highness the Maharaja Manikya Bahadur is the President of the 
Council while Prince Nabadwip Chandra Deb Barman and Prince 
Brajendra Kiahore Deb Barman w*ere appointed Vice-Presidents 
and ilr. Kamala Prasad Dutt Secretary. Besides the ex*oflicio 
members, the Council counts several high officers of the State 
and non-officials as members. The Council baa lately co-opted 
a few gentlemen from outside tho State to have the benefit of 
their expert opinion on different subjects and particularly advice 
on the nature of legislation that should be introduced for eucoess- 
fuUy working out the various improvement schemes formulated 
by His Highness. 

The function of the Council is to consider or approve or 
reject Bills drafted by the Executive Department and for¬ 
ward their final decision to His Highness for approval. 
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Mantri Pariahath. 

(Execidwe Council). 

On tlie J-Tih May, 1929, by another proclamation His 
Highness constituted a third Council the Mantri PaHshath 
or the Ejtecutive Council with Maha-Manyabar Prince Nabadwip 



Mali&^MBnyabnT Frince Brajcndra Xi^hor^ Dob Barmflji. 

Chandra Deb Barman as President, Maha-Manyabar Prince 
Brojendra Kishore Dev Barman as Vice-President and Dewan 
Bahadur Bejoy Kumar Ben, Dewan Administration and Manager 
Ghakla Roshnabad, Manyabar Kaua Bodh Jung Bahadur, Chief 
Secretary and Bewan Saheb Kamala Prasad Dutt—Private 
Secretary as members, 

This Council has been constituted with the object of 
rendering help and co-operation to His Highness in the execu- 
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tiion oI all matters oouceming the welfare of the State and the 
Zemindaries except only in respect of His Highness* Privy 

Purse. And therefore with 
the exception of the President 
V ice-president other 
tnembers have been 
entrusted with Portfolios as 
follows :— 

Dewan Bahadur B. X. 
Sen : - 

(fl) Matters Political and 
relating to appointments. 
(6) Executive and Judicial 
Departments. 

(c) Police. 

(<f) Revenue and General 
Departments. 

(e) Forest. 

(/} Public works. 

D.«.nB.h.4..rB.K.s™. <s) Accounts and Audit. 

(A) Stamps and Treasury. 


(i") JaU, 

(/) Education. 

(it) Medical Department. 

{[) Sanitation. 

(»i) Municipality. 

(n) press and Printing. 

(o) Guest House, Mahafej-khana and Stationery. 

(p) Power House and Electric Supply. 

{g) All matters which are under Dewan Administration, 
Ohakia Boshnabad and other Zemindaries, 


Manyahar Eana Bodh Jung Bahadur ;— 

(o) Palace, Sxdtanate and Motor Vehicles. 
(6) Immigration and Reclamation, 
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MauyB.b}t.r Baisft Sabjb Boilli Jung BftliadtLr. 


Chief Secretary. 


(c) Industry and 
Commerce. 

(ri) Executive Ooun* 
cil and Advisory 
Council, 

(e) Chiel Secretary’s 
Office. 

(/) Publicity, 

1)6wan Sabeb Kamala 
Prasad Dutt 

(rt) Hauaehold and 
Worship of the 
State Deities. 

(h) Military. 

.j (c) Rfijnmta Re-edi- 
ting Department, 
(rf) Private Secre¬ 
tary’s Office, 


The Executive Council meets 
ordinarily twice a month on the 
1st and the 6rd Mondays except 
on State holidays. The members 
may if they so like convene extra¬ 
ordinary meetings to place any 
matter before the council and 
extraordinary meetings are also 
held if there is pressure of work. 



Sivheb iuuuala Prajjad Dult. 
Pntiate Secfftary, 







Progressive Tripura. 


87 


Retrenchment Committee. 

To commandoer all avaiJable reaourcea for improvement of 
the State His Highness^ one of the first important step was 
the appointment of a Retrenchment Committee with tJewan 
Saheb Kamala Prasad Dntt m. a. a. l. and Tbakiir Saheb 
Kamini Kumar Singh, Senior—most Divisional Officer as mem¬ 
bers. The Committee was asked to enquire into the various 
financial resonreea of the State, to suggest curtailment of 
expenditure ivhere that could be done consistent with efficiency 
and to stop wasteful expenditure, if in its opinion there was 
any. The Committee held several sittings and submitted 
their report in due course. The report is receiving the atten¬ 
tion of HLs Highness. 


improveuieiit Comiuitte©.^ 

His Highness next appointed a State Improvement 
Committee consisting of following members 

Dewan B. K. Sen Bahadur—Dewan-*-Administration, 
Manyabar Rana Saheb Bodb Jung Bahadur—Chief Secretary, 
Deuan Saheb K. P. Dutt^Private Secretary, Dr. M, M. 
Majnmtlar— State Physician. Mr. S. C. Deb Barman—Senior 
Nayeb Dewan, Thakor Saheb K. K. Singh - Naib Dewan, 
Lt, J. N. Bhadnri—-State Engineer and Mr, P. R. Bhattacharjee— 
Deputy Manager, Clmkla Hoshnabad. 

The Committee started work immediately and after an 
elaborate examination of various matters concerning the wel¬ 
fare of the State formulated a scheme which will involve an 
expenditure of Bm. 52,00,000/-, to be spent over a period of 
19 years. 

The different items of expenditure are as follows 

1. RaiiivayB 

2. Water Supply ■■■ ■■■ » 76,000 

3. State Bank Shares *- » 3,00,000 
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4. 

Officers Quarters 

« ft ■ 

... Es, 

1,60,000 

6. 

Kumara* Quarters 

■ 

u 

2,20,000 

C. 

Cantonment 

■ 

..i „ 

8,00,000 

7. 

New Palace 

^ ■ ft 

rt 

13,00,CX)0 

8. 

Hoads 



12,45,000 

9. 

Electric Supply 

ft 1 ■ 

II 

36,000 

10. 

Other Improvements 

ftp- 

11 

2,65,000 


Tea Enquiry Committee. 

The Tea Euquiry Oommittee was another important 
committee that His Highness appointed with 3 officials and 2 
representatives of the Tripura Tea Association. This Committee 
is enquiring into the finanoial condition of the tea concerns and 
difficulties if any experienced by them in dealing with the State 
representatives or in the matter of exporting goods. The 
Committee was advised to devise and suggest means for the 
uninterrupted development of the industry. The Committee 
have not yet finished its labours. As His Highness is anxious 
to render all possible help to the tea concerns as one of 
the grouing and prosperous industries, it is expected that the 
mduatry will further thrive with State help. 
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MANY*aiDED ACTIVITIES, 


Military Eeform. 

A trained soldier Hia Highness after assumpitiou of control 
directed his attention towards reorganising the State 

army. He took prompt 
steps to attract young 
men of merit and ability 
to the State Military 
Service, He sent Li Prince 
B, L, Deb Barmaiit Lt. 
Rana Jhapat Jung Bahadur 
and Lt. Prince Balindxa 
Kishore iJeb Barman 
Bahadur to l/dt1i Gurkha 
KiHes at Shillong. They 
were followed by another 
batch of officers and men 
an d on their return the 
Mahan^ appointed them 
to positions of lespousibi' 
lity. These steps gave a 
great inipetus to State 
military activities, A 
graded Service w'as intro¬ 
duced with bright future 
prospects and the tnilitHty 
barracks w'ere removed to a hillock near the Kxmjaban garden 
poiace ivhere an up-to-date cantonment wets built. An early 
riser, Maharaja rises from bed every morning at the first cock¬ 
crow and is seen riding towards the cantonment W'here he 
Uikes the salute from hk soldiers. After the usual parade 



Mftjor PTiiie^ D'lela MohRti Peb Bnluiiin. 

of the Army. 


m 
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held every morning under his personal supervision the Maharaja 
himself engages the nieu either in jungle*cuttiag, road-male ing 



Cjipt. Prince FritfLillii Kiiiianr 

Dtjb EanufLii, 


canal-digging and various other 
pioneering works or personally 
demonstrates to them the proces¬ 
ses of sowing, reaping and trans¬ 
plantation in the cantonment 
gardens. 

As a result of the personal 
care and keen interest taken by 
Kis Highness the Military Depart¬ 
ment of the State has made 
great progress within a very 
short time not only as regards 
smartness and efficiency of the 
units but also in physique and 
moral tone of every individnol 
soldier. 


Education and Public Instruction, 

Education also received its due shaie of attention. With 
the strong conviction that every material and moral improve¬ 
ment hinges on widespread education His Highness took early 
measui'es to make State education as broad-based and comprehen¬ 
sive as possible. He sent his step brothers Prince Kama J<ishore 
and Prince Durjoy Kishore to the Rajkumar College in C. P. and 
some other members of the Raj family to Com ilia Rajkumar 
Boarding for education and training. Under his instructions the 
tutorial staff of the five High English Schools and of the Middle 
English and Pritnarj Schools was strengthened. Though an 
earnest advocate of Western education, Eastern culture did not 
escape His Highness' attention. Tols, Maktabs and Madrasahs 
received increased grants and showed great activities. With a 
view to encouraging learning His Highness also introduced 
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numerous scbolarsbips, aiipeuds and prizes and initiated 
measures for recruitment of members of the Oivll Service 



CninkAntji Acadoniy at AgaTtaleii 


from State scholars. This demonastrated that only merit and 
education would now’ he regal'd ed as passports for offices of 
distinctlou «ud respousibllity. Five graduates from State subjects 
w'ere recruited ou probation for the State Civil Service who 
after the necessary tra ining and ejcatuinations w'ould be 
permanently enlisted in a graded scale of salaries. These steps 
were greatly appreciated aud raised high, aspirations in the 
minds of young men of the State. 


Public Works. 

The beautification of the capital and general ini prove ineut 
of its sanitation formed an integral part of the general improve* 
ment scheme and followed as a matter of course. The Public 
Works Department soon showed great activities in the ciirrying 
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out o{ several new schemes sanotioued by the Mahamja. Works 
were soon imdertaken for— 

(o) Extension of the area of the Capital town of A^irtala. 

(h) Improvement of roads of the town by widening and 
straightemng them. 

(c) Erection of new public buiMings in the town. 

(d) Improvement of water supply and town lighting. 

(c) Construction of two very important new roads con¬ 
necting the capital with the subdivisions and improve¬ 
ment of cotomuuicution in the interior by a net work 
of new roads, 

(/) Improvement and clearing of the water ways within 
the State territory. 

(gr) Improvement of traffic by opening motor services. 

(A) Laying out of a separate cantonment station. 



UjjftyaTitA Palftce, Agartoltt. 


To tbe execution of the works Ills Highness always 
devoted personal attention and offered valuable suggestions. 
He was found almost daily paying a visit to the new works and 
discusaing matters w itb the departmontal heads. As a result 
of these improvements Agartala was very soon transformed into 
a beautiful modern town with stately buildings and beautiful 
roads interspersed with lawns, parks and well-laid gardens. 








MEihftrttni TuSji’Kibftii Q\tW School at Agartaln. 



S-ohoot beings taken to Sclioobi in motor bus. 
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Industry & Commerce. 

His Highness separated from Geueral Administration the 
department of Industry and Oommerce to increase its effioieuej- 
The Chief Secretary under whose personal supervision the depart¬ 
ment was placed immediately started w'ork to reorganise the 
weaving Industry of Tripura, Manipuri and different Hill tribes, 
the Uaue and Bamboo Industry, manufacture of Molasses and 
other cottage industries. He also devised various means for 
the development of cotton, kapok, oil seeds, tobacco and export 
of other products. A show room with samples of multifarious 
State products has been opened at the Office of the Department 
from whore all information industrial and commercial is made 
available to all. 

For the purpose of extensive propaganda and to popularise 
the State products among Indians the Industrial Department 
in collaboration with the State Agricuituml Department opened 
a Stall in the Calcutta Congress Exhibition of 1928, in charge 
of the Agricultural Officer of the State. The specimens of 
different kinds of home industries and Tripura products attrac¬ 
ted thousands of visitors daily nud numerous enquiries follow'ed 
from various quarters indicating that there is ample room for 
the expansion of the trade of the State. And os a consetjuence 
of this demand the departments are devotiug special attention 
to the production of oerUvin particular species of cottage indus¬ 
tries on an extensive scale. As the future of the State industry 
is very bright His Highness has encouraged the Department 
by approving their proposal regarding the appointment o! a 
Trade Agent in Calcutta who will be furnished with samples, 
rates and mformation about State products and will also study 
the market and send to the State department samples of 
other products which might be produced within the Stote 
with advantage and profit. These measures have given a great 
impetus to the industrial activities of the State. 
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Agricultural Department. 

The Agricultural Department which was re-organised at 
t.he instance of His Highness have taken up the following 
works : — 

(1) Introductlou of better quality of CJottoii in .looms in the 
hjlla as also in the plains. 

(2) Introduction of superior quality of Paddy in Jooms as 

well as improved varieties of in the plains. 

(a) Extension of cultivation of superior quality of jute, 
tobacco, sugar-cane and potato crops both in the 
highlan ds and river valleys. 

(4) Preservation of manure and use of selected seeds, 

(5) Circuit lectures against nomadic Joomtng and in 
favour of plough cultivation. 

The department have opened an Enquiry Office in a 
specially couatmcted shed right in heart of the Agartala Ba^^ar to 
furnish people with all information regarding Agricultural opera¬ 
tion, seeds, appliances, plants and cattle deseases. This office 
also keo [>3 a regular stock of different varieties of seeds and 
manures. The Department is thus renderiug valuable help to 
cultivators On market days iiis Highness while passing by 
the Enquiry Ofiicc is some times found t-u watch the work with 
keen interest. 


Immigration and Reclamation, 

In order to develop the vast tracts of wild land and to 
populate them His Highness opened a new Departmout 
called the Immigration and Reclamation. Department and 
placed the same under the charge of the Chief Secretary 
Manjabar Kan a Hodh .Jung Bahadur. Boo u after the o])emag 
of this department vigorous attempts Lave been made for the 
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study of materioi and sanit^ary corLditinns of various tracts 
of laud au'aitlng development. The Chief Secretary with 
other responsible officers made extensive tom's and after care* 
ful consideration of all matters formulated various schemes 
which received the approval and sanction of His Highness 
and work was taken up immediately. Reclamation work has 
thus commenced in Kulai Haor, Dhalai Valley of Kailasahar 
Subdivision and various other places where jungle-cutting, road* 
making, canalisation and other prelimmary works are now in 
progress* It is expected that nearlj' 400 square miles of land 
will be thus reclaimed and distributed amongst tbe immigrants. 


State Bank. 

His Highness couvlnced as he was that u'ithout proper and 
timely financing no industry or trade can pi'oaper asked his 
councillors to formulate a scheme for stalling a State Bank. 
The matter vias consequently placed before the Legislative 
Council and discussed in several meetiugs, Mr. 1. B. Dutt, 
Managing Director of Comilla Union Bank Ltd. and Mr, N. Uutt, 
Organiser of Oomilln Banking coiporation Ltd. were co-opted 
as members of the Legislative Council to help the State authori¬ 
ties with their expert knowledge in Banking. A Sub-Committee 
designated as the State Bank Committee was formed. The 
Committee after a thorough enquiry formulated a scheme which 
was placed before the Council. The scheme has been 
approved by the Council and the State Bank is now in the 
process of fcmiatinn. 


Water Works. 

At the instfuice of the Maharaja a scheme was chalked out 
for the construction of a water works at Agartala. The State 
Executive Department requested the Public Health Depart¬ 
ment of the Government of Bengal to advise them in the matter. 
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The Eagineer with the permission of Government went to 
AgartaJa and after inspecting the tow'n and a thorough study of 
the local conditions drew up a Water Works Scheme with 
suggesstious for drainage of the town. The schemes are now 
iiudet consideration of the Executive Council. 


Railway 

There is no Hail way wdlhin the State territory except a 
few miles of Feni*Biloma Branch line of the A. B. Railway. * 
Akbaura Junction, a most important Station of the same Railway, 
is nearly 6 miles from the State capital. Hence difficulty is 
experienced in exporting the State products especially the forest 
produce. His Highness therefore sanctioned a scheme for the 
construction of a light Railway within the State and requested 
Messrs Mart.in and Oo. to take up the work. They have begun 
work after necessary Survey operations. AgaitaJa will thus 
be shortly connected with Akhaura Junction and with 
Bishalgarb Baxar as w'ell as Bireudranagar via Eanir Bazar. 
Ami when this line will be completed it will lead to rapid 
industrial progress of the State, connect as it would the principal 
trade arteries of the State with the outside world. 


Social Reform. 

Brought up iu an atmosphere of cultute and progressive 
ideas. His Highness manifested tendencies tow-ards social reform 
from his very childhood. His Highness openly disapproved 
the activities of some of the orthodox people who for a time 
tried to create party factions over social customs and manners. 
Soon after his accession he had to work for the removal of 
Homo of the evil customs which prevailed among the hill tribes 
and interfered with their healthy growth. For the unification 
of the State Kshatriya Uommnnities and regulation of their 
social manners and customs His Highness held durbars with the 
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leaders of the varioiis groups of Kabatriyas. But in all such matters 
he is following a very cautious policy of progress mixed with 
toleration. His eiim is to spread educsation among the masses and 
thus break the barriers that keeps oue sect away from another. 

Excursions and Tours. 

Possessed o! indoitiitable energy His Highness even 
before his accession used to take excursion tours in the 


fiia Tha Maharaja Slanikya Bahadur on Bara JEura hlUa 

duTuij; tlie ejCploration tour. 
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remotest parts of the State and in course of these sojourns 
visited some of the tea gardens started during his father's 
regime. }iis Highness utilised these tours to the fullest estent 
in actjuiriug ^rst hand inrermation. lie also visited different 
places after assuming control. One of tho most important 
excursions andertalceii just prior to his departure for Europe 
was for tracing the source of Ilourn river which rising from 
the Burn hlura hills and gliding by llie old as well as the new 
capital empties itself into the TUmh river near Gangasagar 
Station'on the A. Ji Railwaj*, This led to the discovery of a 
w'aterfall at the base of the river. Soon after this visit measures 
were adopted for clearing tho watenv 113 ns w'ithin the State and 
thereby improviug river traffic. His iOghness visited Delhi, 
Agra, Lucknow, Cownpur, Mussoorie ^ainital and a few Indian 
States including Kashmere, He also made a short trip to Rangoon 
where tlie Bengali re.sidents gave him a behtt.ing reception. But 
these were not mere pleasure trips. These tours furnished him 
with many ideas as regards towu-planuiug and variouB other 
matters eoncerning the improvement of the State. 


State Otflcere Couierence. 

in November 1929, just a month before his departure for 
Europe His Highness took the novel Ht*ip of holding a conference 
of State officials. The Conference wae attended by all responsible 
officers of the State as well as of the Sjemiiideries, Some of 
the retired officers of the State were also invited to take part in 
the doliberations, Froccedings w^ere en camera, visitors and press 
representatives being entitely excluded. The Conference met 
daily from il a. m. to 5 f. u. for more than a week. The officets 
were allowed to give their frank opiuion on matters under 
discussion and connected State papers and reports were made 
available to them. The discussions mainly centred round 
matters conceming efficient admhiistration and particularly on 
difficulties experienced by the officials in the discharge of their 
dufaes and how these difficulties could be etimLoated, The 



Hi& PEiffhnuAS The BsihailLir wiili iiuity eii tlifr top of HjiminuFa 



of the Bov^rii river in the Bfirn-tnurahiMi* exiaoreJ hy His the Maharaja 

MiLnihya Sahadiir iu 
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CODferenco was a great success and ended by passing resolutions 
ensuring all round reforms in State business procedure. 


Stats Council. 

For proper management of State atiairs during his absence 
on European tour llis Highness extended the powers of the 
Advisory Council so that all emergencies could be met without 
his personal guidance, in its present form the Advisory Council 



Maba-MaDyiibar Priut» Niibadwip CbAadrii Deb BnnuAn 
Csyiicit of 
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Ls designated as the State CourLcil operating with Maha- 
Manyabar Prince Nabadwlp Chandra Deb Barman as President 
and Maha-Manyabar Prince Brajendra Kishore Deb Barman 
as Vice*President, 


European Tour. 

An uucjuenchable thirst for knowledge impelled His 
Highness to undertake a European tour. His Highness is the 

first among the long liae of 
Princes of this historic house to 
break through the tyranny of 
orthodox social barrier and take 
what is regarded as an extremely 
bold step. His Highness left 
Agartala amidst the good wishcss 
of his people, all public bodies 
and representative associations 
having presented addresses 
wishing him Godspeed. His 
Highness w'as accompanied by 
the Chief Staff Officer Col. 0. C, 
PuUy, Chief Secretary Manyabar 
Kuna Sahib Hodh Jung Bahadur, 
A. D. C. Captain Prince Balindra 
Kishore Deb Barman, Captain 
Prince Brajalai Deb Barman, 
Captain Haua Sahib Nepal Jung Bahadur and family physician 
Dr, Promode Chandra Deb. His Mighuess stayed for a few 
days ill Calcutta prior to his sailing. The occassion was utilised 
by the Tipjiera Hitasadhini Sabha to accord His Highness a 
farewell reception. The function which was held in the premi¬ 
ses of Mr. A. C. Sen, President of the Sabha, was a great success 
being largely attended by distinguished guests aud almost all the 
people of Tipijera residing in Calcutta. His Highness was presen¬ 
ted with an address wishing him a pleasant voyage, liis Highness 



Uzir Balin^lnr Brftja Krialma 
Dub BaTULiuj^ 
MemhfT, Cif uncil of State. 



jiittfr ilia Officarfl G^iiferanci? in Disc ambi^r, 
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left Calcutta on January 26 and 
sailed from fiombay on the 2nd 
February, 1930. During his short 
stay in Bombay the Bengali 
residents met him at their club 
and presented him M ith an 
address. His Excellency the 
Governor of Bombay also invited 
him twice. 


- 0 


Capt, Prince BaUmlra Kialiore Dab 
Uarmiin A. D. C u HJa Hi^hnasa. 



THE MAHARAJA IN DAILT LIFE. 


O 


It is an e<Lualiy interesting study to observe His Highness 
as he lives his life from day to day. An indefatigable w'orher, 
His Highness never passes a single moment uselessly. His 
Highness is an early riser in the truest sense of the term. 
Rising from bed very early Hjs Highness rides to the Canton¬ 
ment every moruiug and supervises the military parade. 
Returning at about 9-30 A. M. His Highness takes a huiTied 
bath and a simple breakfast and attends the daily durbar 
punctually at 11 a. w here heaps of papers with numerous compli¬ 
cated matters await his decision. He never passes any paper with 
superficial obsorvatiou but wnuld with his usual smiling face go 
through tiie minutest details and give his officials the benifit of 
his advice and personal views. His deep insight into all matters 
and thorough mastery of facts and figures extort the admiration 
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of all who have seen him at- work. After a prolonged daily 
durbar lasting for 5 or 6 hours ho goes to take his afternoon tea 
with the officers of his personal staff* It is a short half an hour 
or so but always enlivened hy witty and humorous conversations 
which servo as a natural relaxation after the da3’’3 hard work. 


His Highness then takes a 
very slow drive through the 
principal streets of the town 
tiii fl of suburbs. Endowed with 
a keen power of observation he 
employs even this daily even¬ 
ing drive to useful purposes. 
Sometimes he would get 
down and inspect some new 
road or building under con¬ 
struction and make intelli¬ 
gent enquiries and sometimes 
would call the State Engineer 
or other departmental heads 
the next morning and dis¬ 
cuss with them things that 
came to his notice the 
previous evening. On his 



C&pt. PTiTfcCO Dtsb Barinan 

A, U- C. to 


return from the evening diive His Highness is generally found 
employed in literary pursuits Like some of his renowned prede¬ 
cessors he has developed a special aptitude for literature. He 
wields a fascUe pen and is equally etficient as a waiter of prose 
and poetry. He also possesses great dramatic talents. His histori¬ 
cal drama ‘Moyabati^* w^s very successfully staged at Agartala 
and evoked miivei'sal ^idmiration Some of his prose writings 
as also his comjwsitious in poetrj’ and music ma}’ find a 
suitable place in the domain of Bengali literature, but like his 
great grand father Mabai-aja Bir Clmndra Ifamkya his composi¬ 
tions, though a few of them have been printed, are confined to 
the members of the btaj family and to some privileged people 
of the State. 


! 



jSi>wly fit A^art^iAi 



Guest hoa:se nt Agofiala. 
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A litterateur hiraself, His Highness naturally takes keen 
interest in the re-editing of the ItojantffM and its rescnrch tlejMirt- 
meut. Ho lias there fore Heparatod the iiftjftituiln re-editiug 
DepartTD from the General Adiiilustration and lias placed it under 
the charge of bis Private Secretary. Ho also takes a good deal 
of interest in the publication of “Ravi" an illustmted quiirteirly 
journal and “Jagaran” a monthly, 
both published from the State 
Capital. His Higbuesa also 
encourages other paftors and 
journals of Tripura and affords 
all possible facilities to them. 

Unlike many ruling Chiefs 
of India lie attends to all personal 
letters carefully and gives prompt 
replies to each and every letter, 

A regular register is therefore 
kept at bis personal office of all 
letters, applications and appeals 
and steps taken thereon. All 
personal letters of His Highness 
as soon as they reach Agurtala 
Post Offlco are packed in a 
separate bag by the Post Master himself who keeps a duplicate 
key and ore sent to His Highness who opens the bag himself. 

Always solicitous of the welfare of his subjects His High¬ 
ness is easily accessible to all irrespective of status aud |>f)sitioa, 
With a heart full of the milk of human kindness he Is deeply 
touched to hear any tote of misery and is ever nnxions to help 
people in difficultiea He is very kind to old State offiocrs and 
have re-instated many of those who lost their services during 
previous regimes and has provided others with maintonanoe 
allowances for their life time. 

His Highness is very social, polite and courteous to all. 
He is a good speaker and an impressive conversationalist. 
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Possessed of a calm and aweet temperament he never loaea 
temper even when discussing very serious and complicated 
matters with State officials. He is never rude even to his menials. 
His is a magnetic personality. No visitor has ever returned 
from him dissatisfied through his prayer may not be granted. 
Every one that comes into contact with him is made to feel that 
the Maharaja is more anxious to help him than any body else. 




0 



Chapter Viii 


A Feap Into a glorious Chapter of Fast History 

All ancient kingdoms were prlTnarLIj military States. 
They malntamed their existence on military achieveiuenta 
and gloried in battles and conquests. It is, therefore, an 
interesting study bow one single line of rulers baa kept intact 
the independence of Tripura State for more than 5000 years. 
During this long period India has passed thiougb many 
vicissitudes. Many a kingdom has sprung up and vanished — 
kingdoms whose heroic sons had carried the banner of conquest, 
both military and intellectiial, even to the shores of Europe. 
How during theae tempestuous days of rise and fall of nations, 
the Tripura State lying in the far eastern comer of India, 
has kept her peculiar traits intact oven up to the present time 
reads like a romance. A study of the history of ancient 
Tripura at once reveals that at the root of all her glorious 
achievements lies her military strength. '‘Valour b the only 
essential thing*’—had been the motto of Tripura kioga from 
pre-historic days. They have not only had this motto engraved 
on the Hoy a) seal, but whenever occasion arose, they carried 
their motto into practice. Every page of the liajamala and 
BajTXtltt&kciT is full of incidents testifying to the martial prowess 
of the kings of ancient Tripura. 

From historical records it is very didicult to find out the 
numerical strenth of the ancient Tripura army. From the 
Raja mala it would appear that every male person had to go 
under military diacipline and had to attend the Royal Palace 
chid ill arms whenever the occasion was signalised by beat of 
drums. Similarly, when a neighbouring kingdom was conquered, 
its male inhabitants were also enlisted in the army. The 
Tripura army consisted of every able-bodied youngroan. The 
numerical strength of the army, therefore, varied according as 
the boundaries of the kingdom expanded or diminished. 

14 
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Dakshinm, the 48th lineal descendant of Drtihu, collected as 
mau}'' as 50,000 soldiers. He made ten divisions of them and 
placed each of his ten brothers in command of 6000. It is 
moreover narrated that kin^ Hakshmin bad, in addition, under 
his command many Kirat soldiers. That the army of the 
Tripura kingdom was a huge one would appear from the fact 
that the queen of king Chhengthum Fa met and defeated three 
lakhs of soldiers sent by the king of Gout. The Army Depart¬ 
ment was organised during the reign of king Bijaya Manikya. 
It is narrated in Raj am ala that an expedition consisting of 5000 
boats, 26,000 infantry, 1000 cavalry, artillery and archers w'ae 
sent against Bengal b^'' King Bijay Manikya. Every boat of 
bis navy had five archers. Abul Fassl, the historian of the 
Ain-i-Akbari ^vritea 

“Adjacent to the province of Bbati, thera is an indepeii' 
dent kingdom. It is called Tripura- The name of its king u 
Bijaya Manikya. This king has two lakhs of infantry and one 
thousand elephants/* 

Eev. J. Long writes about this expedition t—“At this time 
Vijaya Raja of Tripura marched to Bengal with au army 
composed of 26,000 infantry and 3000 horses, besides artillery. 
He went by 5000 boats along the streams of Brahmaputra and 
Lakhi to the Podma.” 

Tnpura Eaj genealogical table has it that Bijaya Manikya 
organised a mercenary infantry of 10,000 Pathans and had 
also under his command 1000 elephants. This goes to show 
that he was in no way inferior to the King of Bengal in militaiy 
strength. 


The System of Conscription 

The vast Tripura army used to go to the battle field 
equipped with a variety of arms and means of transportation. 
In olden times, the bow’ and the arrow, the sword and the 
shield were used against the enemy in battle. The Rajamald 
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contains accounts of the use of guns and c^annons, besides many 
other indigenous implements of war including pointed and 
poisoned bamboo poles. Different detachments of the army used 
different Iduds of arms and implements. Conscription prevailed 
in Tripura so that every able-bodied young man was an enrolled 
soldier. They would be oommanded by their chiefs of the MU 
tracts and every subject had to obey their command in the 
matter of war. Successful commanders were honoured with 
titles. Soldiers selected from the hill tribes would be 
encamped in the barracks of the capital where regular military 
training was given. The commanders of these bill-tribe 
soldiers were known as NaiiTu whose post was a coveted one 
to which none but the faithful relatives of kings would be 
appointed. This detachment of soldiers was knowm as 
Bitmnda soldiers still exist, now doing duties similar to those 
of the Police. The Commauder-m-chief w'as entitled N'ai’ayan, 
This title existed for many days and even Abul Fazal makes 
mention of it. 

Peculiar as it may seem, a defeated general used to be 
^ven a spinniug-w^heel as his punishment. Spinning with a 
wheel being the leisurely work of women, a gift of it to a 
military man meant great dishonour to him When the Pathan 
Qeneml Klobarak Khan comiuered Chittagong and w'hen the 
Tripura army w^as unable to take the Town back even after 
eig^t months of w'or, King Bijaya hlanikya recalled his 
Generals and dismissed them with the gift of a spinning wheel 
to each and sent new Generals to CMttagong to fight the w^ar 
afresh. 

In olden days the Uommander-in'^chief was, after the 
king, the most noble person of the realm and exercised 
considerable iohuence over the government of the kingdom. 
As the MUitary and the Executi^’e Departments were directly 
under them they used to use their position to exercise influence 
over the king himself and often to oust him. Many such 
attempts were made and some attempts were even successful. 
King Bijaya Manikya, how^ever, curtailed the power of his 
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Generals and placed the government of the kingdom at the 
hands ol Uzirs a newly created diatinction. Military men thus 
lost their power. 


Forts and Barracks. 

The kingdom of Tripura had many forts and barrackSf the 
remains of some of which ojtiat even today. The greater part 
of £last Bengal w&a at one time iucJnded in the kingdom of 
Tripura. Meherkul, Chandigarh, Gambhari or Gamariagarh, 
Sangraishgarh are some of the foits that may be specially 
mentioned. Besides these, there were many barracks away 
from the capital. Many subjects of the king who enrolled 
themselves aa volunteers would not stay in forts or barracks but 
would live in their own homes to appear and attend in time of 
need thus swelling the number of the army. 

The kings of ancient Tripura did not depend solely on 
tbelr military chiefs in matters of war but when occasion 
arose wmuld themselves accompany them to the battle field to 
engage in actual war. They waged not only wars of defence 
but would also send expeditions to attack the neighbouring 
kings. Such expeditions w'ere led by the kings themselves 
and when any province was conquered, the Royal banner of 
Tripura was hoisted there and a Viceroy left behind to rule 
the province. 


O 




Chapter IX. 


A. dream of tbe futara. 

With the assutnptiou of control of the external defence 
bj,' the Paramount Power the necessity for costly militai'y expedi¬ 
tions and equipments has gradually diminished. The rulers of 
progressive Tripura have uow directed their attention towards 
explomtinn of avenues for the material and moral progress of 
the State. And though a beginning has been made in this direc¬ 
tion a good deal still remains to be done. The vast hilly 
tracts of this State interspersed ivith fertile plains afford a vari- 
table mine of gold which await opening up. 

The future of tea iudustry of the State is no longer a 
matter of speculation. A large number of gardens have already 
been opened and If the huge tracts o! jungle lands are properly 
reclaimed hundreds of more gardens can be started. Fully 
convinced of the Itnmeuse possibilities of the tea industry in 
the State, His Highness the Alaharaja Mauikya Bahadur 
has himself started a garden of his own. This praise-worthy 
step is expected to give a further impetus to the growth of the 
industry. 

Scientilic methods of Agriculture under the supervision of 
expert officers are being gradually introduced in the State and 
slowly substituting the old and wasteful methods of **Joom** 
system of cultivation, doom system is an easy process but unless 
the land is very fertile “doom** does not grow. People of hilly 
tracts select during midwinter particular plots and clear them 
of jungles and when the land is sufficiently^ dry, they set fire to 
the bushes and immediately after the first rainfall makes small 
holes on the ground with the help of a strong cutting knife called 
**CutiaB^ and sow' handfuls of mixture of seeds of cotton, paddy, 
cucumber, chilly, white melon and various other fruits and vege* 
tables. As soon as the plants germinate the laud is weeded out 
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and as the fruits get ripe one after another they are collected, 
Paddy sprouts later and bar Tested in course of time. After paddy 
comes cotton. In this way witJiout proper cultivatvon and Bupe^ 
Tision hill people raise aeveral crops from the same land. The 
fertility of the land diminishes in course of 3 or 4 years after 
such cultivation and the people discard their old habitation, 
mahe for new laud and carry on similaj* cultivation there. As 
such cultivation do immense harm to the forest and also prodn* 
ces insufficient crops the Department of Agriculture is trying 
their utmost bo induce people to take to the plough by practical 
processes of demonstration. This improved method of agn- 
Gultnre when fully in operation will practically revolutionise 
the whole system with immense profit to the people as well as 
corresponding return to the State. 

The fertile laud of Tripura State abounds hi a rich variety 
of forest products. Its jungles supply not only timber of rich 
value but also bamboo, canes and thatching grass which fetch 
a large income. The Forest Department is now under the super¬ 
vision of scientifically trained officers who are trying to devolop 
the quality as well as the quantity of the forest produce. It is 
also expected that witli the opening of the new Rail Lino the 
export of forest products will be less costly and therefore 
increase in volume. 

The forests of Tripura also abound in animals which is also 
a source of large income to the State. No-where in India can 
be had such beautiful and majestic eleplumts as in the jungles 
of Tripura. To the east of the State there is a vast jungle 
extending over 1,000 square miles which Is the chief abode of 
elephants. There are several places in the State where elephants 
are caught by *‘Kheda** operations. The elephant tracks are 
leased out yearly and dealers in elephants pay a heavy rent 
every year. 

Another vast possibility lies in the mineral resources of the 
State which have not yet been tapped. As the same strata’ of 
liuid from which mineral oil is bemg raised in Assam and Burma 
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paa»ea t^irougti the State area it la beleived that the hiUy tracts 
of Tripura might oontuiu submerged in their soil a great 
reaorvair of miuoral oil which also rcquiro tapping up. lu the 
oJd historical recoixia there is meutioo of the exiateuce of gold 
mines in Tripura land, It is also believed that ooal and other 
mineral products may also be found here. No serious attempts 
have yet been made to explore these poBsihilitLes, Who knows 
that efforts in these direction might not lead to a prosperous 
mining Industry in the State, 

The State forest ia also rich in valuable raw materials 
for cotton and paper pulp industry. The prospects of both 
industries are so bright that earnest efforts in the utilisation of 
these resources for manufacture of cloth and paper are sure to 
be cTow'ned with great success. Various other industries such 
as wood distillation, match manufacture, umbrella handle 
manufacture etc. are also expected to prove prohtable if properly 
organised, It is, thereforei not an idle dream that in the fruition 
of these schemes there are indications of a period of uninterrupted 
prosperily and allround progress. 


CHAPTER X. 

THE STATE—AT A GLANCE. 

Present Boundery —^Tripura State is bounded on the East by the 
Kukee land, on the North by the district of Sylheh 
on the West by Sylhet district, British district of 
Tippera, Noakhali District and on the South by the 
, district of Chittagong. 

Area and Position— The present undisputed area of the State is 
4,116 Square Miles w-hich lies between 22°—69' 
to 31' N. and 91°—12' to 92*—28' E. 
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Description— it is a picturesque MUy coimtry 'ivith deep jungles. 

There are as many as seven ranges of MUa runumg 
from North to South. The ranges stand nearly 10 
bo 12 miles apart from each other interspe^d with 
beavitiful plains and marshy lands. There are many 
peaks in the ranges the highest being Betalang 
Shiv (3200 ft.). 

Rivers and Waterfalls— A number of small streamlets pass through 
this State of which the Gumit and the Manu deserve 
special mention. The Gvmti derives its name from 
the combination of Chkaima and Longtorai have 
their source from Athara Mutxt (Hills of eighteen 
peaks). This river gliding as it does through the 
State serves as a tributary of the big Meghna river. 
The old capital towns of Amarpur, Rangamati and 
tFda}'pur are situated on the bank of this river. 
There are also a few waterfalls near the origin of the 
river which are designated as the DaTnimrti 
waterfall. 

Populatien— According to the Census of 1921 the population of 
the State is 3,04,437 of which 68 percent are Hindus 
and 27 percent are Musalmans. The Hindus and 
Musulmans Live together in perfect peace and 
amity. The number of population has increased 
considerably during the last 9 years and a fresh 
census could give the actual number up-to-date. 

Public Instruction— There are 170 schools maintained by the 
State eiicluding 17 private institutions. There are 
6 High English schools viz. TJmakanfca Academy at 
AgartalaT Radha Kishore Institution at Kailasahar, 
Brojendra Kishore Institution at Beloniai Bir Bikrain 
Kishore Institution at Dharmanagar and Kabadwip 
Chandra Institution at Sonamura all affiliated to the 
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University of Calcutta. There are 11 8chcw>Js for 
girls including the Maharaui Tulshibtiti Girls School 
at Agartala which teaches up to the Middle English 
Standard. There are 9 schools for special training 
including 3 Sanskrit Tols, 5 Madrasahs and 1 
Technical School. 

There are free hording huuses at Agartala and Kailasahar, 

for students from the hills. 

Justice —^There are 14 Courts of Justice in the State, exercising 
both civil and criminal jurisdiction including the 
Khash Adalat or the High Court u ith both Original 
and Appellate jurisdictions and 13 Magistrates* and 
Munsiffs’ Courts excercising Original .lunsdiction 
only. There exists also a Privy Council to hear 
appeals from the Khash Adalat. 

Prison— The State has 8 Jails including the Central Jail at 
Agartala for the accommodation of prisoners of the 
State. 

Medical— 18 Dispensaries are maintained by the State for free 
treatment of out door and indoor patiente. There 
are also arrangements for free Homeopathic and 
Ayurvedic treatment. The Victoria Memorial Hos¬ 
pital at Agartala is one of the best equipped institu¬ 
tions in Bengal. 

Ths Capital City— Agartala is the seat of the State Government. 

It is a prosperous town. Situated on the river 
EQtvra it commands a beautiful panoramic view' as 
well as large volume of trade. Agartala has a 
municipahty, the population within the Municipal 
area being about 8000 according to the census of 
1921. 
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The Ujjayanta Palace— The UJjajaota Palace is the residence 
of His Highness the Maharaja Mamkya Bahadur. 
It is a oomniodius and picturesq ue mausion gorgeously 
decorated ’a ith valuable paintingB, gold silver aud 
ivory fittings and furniture as well as costly oriental 
tapestery. Splendid collection of manuiDental works 
vn Bengali and Panskrit languages and valuable 
addition of Vaisbnava literatures and mimecripts 
in the Palace Library have made the Palace centre 
of attraclion for all interested in arts and literature. 


The Historic Throne— The historic throne of the State is a most 
^ wonderfully made work of oriental craftmanship. 

it is constructed of Ivory aud used only once by a 
ruler during the time of installation ceremoney. 
The throne is daily ’worshipped by specially engaged 
BraJnnins and recitation of Cha jidi is also held dally 
in the throne room. There is another throne of 
ivory and gold at the Durbar Hall of the palace. 


Kunjaban—One mile north of the Ujijajanta Palace m a beutiful 
hillock called Kunjaban 'W'here visitors coming to 
Agartala make pleasant excursion trips. On the top 
of the hills stands the Kunjaban Palace the magni¬ 
ficent edifice with an attractive garden surrounding 
the Palace. 
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